Upton Parish Council
Minutes of Meeting at Upton Village Hall at 7.30 pm

Thursday 9th May 2019
Present Councillor Fran A’Brook (in the Chair), Councillor Howard Shaw, Councillor Cathryn Heywood, Councillor Karen Telling, Councillor Innes Davis, County Councillor Frances Nicholson and Parish Clerk Phoebe Purvis.  Councillor David Williams (co-opted later in the meeting).
Visitors to the Council  - none.
1. Apologies  None.
2. Declarations of Interest – none.
3. Minutes of the meeting held on 25th October and 7th February were signed as approved by Chairman.

4. Planning Matters that have arisen since last meeting 
  Agricultural Building, access track and hardstanding – land adjacent to Beechcroft. A number of residents have expressed concern to UPC about whether, or not, the applicant and their contractor are undertaking the work in accordance with the approved drawings and the conditions attached to the Decision Notice. UPC have written to SWT Council requesting confirmation that the requirements & conditions of the Decision Notice are being complied with. In addition, the Public Right of Way has been shown by the applicant to be on the East rather than West side of the site, apparently having been changed without permission or due process. UPC are also seeking assurances from Somerset Highways and Building Control that the junction between the new site access track and the B3190 is constructed to Highway specifications, and consent obtained. In addition, that drainage on the site, including discharges from the site, have been appropriately designed and approved, and will be adequate to prevent flooding safety issues on the B3190 and damage to neighbouring properties.
  Mast on Surridge Farm, Haddon hill – installation has now begun with ground works.  Action for clerk to find out who we contact re public use signal.
  Planning proposal for change of use of Bittescombe Farm – new proposal submitted for C1 (Hotel/Guest House), use – shooting lodge / holiday accommodation - but no longer for D1 or D2, (Public Assembly). Action for Clerk to book meeting with applicants and public on 15th May. UPC response will be considered following comments made by the local community and the applicant at the public meeting.
Polo being played on field by main road – does this need permission? Frequency /numbers of people/vehicles?
5. Highways / Winter Gritting

District councillor Nicholson reported that the decision is soon to be made for the winter gritting routes.

6. Village Hall

Notice board to be moved from existing location and installed freestanding by village hall entrance, should be a better area for visibility and provides one place for all village notices.  

Seed swap and Jewellery Craft were successful – village fete planned for 24th August.
7. Finances
7.1 Annual Governance Statement 2018/19

The year end report was reviewed and the annual governance statement was approved and signed by the Chair and the Clerk.

7.2 Accounting Statements 2018/19

The accounting statements were approved and signed by the Chair and the Clerk.
S016 Form and cheques signed.
· £40
  Village Hall Hire – four next meetings.

· £182.58  Community First Insurance
· £165
  Clerk’s Salary – 1st April – 30th June 2019
· £37.43
  Clerk’s costs: 8th February – 8th May 2019

8. Wivey Library 
There were no responses from residents to our questions in the parish magazine, so decision made to not contribute to the library running costs. 
9. Repainting of Fingerpost signs

Work is still ongoing by Exmoor Welding.  We will need to check the work is completed to our satisfaction – as the fingerpost project is now no longer running.

10. Hinkley Point
No news.  To be removed from future agendas as Councillor Turner will no longer be updating on news.

11. Broadband

Gigaclear - still no news on Upton installation date.  Action for clerk to find out status of project.

12. AED Refresher training

Booked for 6pm Thursday 27th June, please invite people to the session to get as many as possible trained.

13. Co-Option of Councillor
David Williams who had attended the meeting as a member of the public was asked if he would consider becoming a councillor and was unanimously agreed by all (Councillor A’Brook proposed and Councillor Shaw seconded).  

We still have one further vacancy for a councillor – councillors to ask and find if anyone is happy to volunteer.

14. Election of Members to National Park Authority

Review of the upcoming election process – councillors were asked to consider if they would be interested in standing as a member of the National Park Authority.

15. Update From District Councillor

County Councillor Nicholson updated us on the budgets.

16. Any Other Business – councillors A’Brook and Telling are now also members of the Upton Church Council
17. Suggested Items for next meeting – completion of forms for councillors & co-opting of another new councillor.
18. Dates of next meetings;  
Thursday 4th July 2019  

Thursday 10th October 2019

Thursday 6th February 2020

Thursday 14th May 2020   AM 7.00 pm start

The meeting finished at 8.45 pm.
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