Minutes of Meeting of Upton Parish Council
Held on 14th May 2024 at 6.30 pm
Upton Village Hall



Present:

Councillor Fran A’Brook (in the Chair), Councillor David Williams, Councillor Libby Warden, Councillor Howard Shaw, Councillor Karen Telling, Councillor/Parish Clerk Val Thompstone, District Councillor Steven Pugsley.

1 Apologies for Absence 
Councillor Innes Davies
County Councillor Frances Nicholson

2	Declarations of Interest 
	None

3	Minutes of the Meeting 

	The minutes of the meeting held on 6th February 2024 were approved and signed by the Chairperson

4	Planning Matters 

	No new planning matters to discuss.
	Since completing and submitting the Breach of Planning Form on 31/10/23 (Ref SWT558501627) the Parish Council has had no further communication about works at St James. District Councillor Pugsley also has not received any updates or further information about the ongoing work at St James. He will continue to pursue this on behalf of the Parish Council.

5	Highways

Signage to Wimbleball Lake. The number of proposed signs has been reduced to three. The signs will not be of the large ‘tourist’ type advertising the availability of facilities at the lake but will be more discreet and simply show the route traffic should take. Vehicles will be directed away from Henstown Road, the lane to Upton Farm, and the route through Cuckolds Combe. Instead, all vehicles will be directed up to Roborough Gate.

Speed Indication Devices (SIDs). The police will fund these devices. Councillor Davies and Councillor Warden will meet to finalise arrangements. 

7	Village Hall

	Craft afternoons have recommenced in the Hall. The first of these was a ‘Mixed Media Collage’ event which proved very successful. Further events are planned for the rest of the year.

	A plant and seedling sale is planned for May’s coffee morning. In June, Mr Miles of Miles Tea & Coffee will be giving a talk during the coffee morning.

8		Finances

		8.1	Cheques as detailed on SO16 signed
		8.1.1.	£10 for hire of Village Hall for meeting
		8.1.2. 	£35.97 Hugo Fox 3 month’s website hosting (payable to V Thompstone) 
		8.1.3	£96.00 PKF Professional Services in connection with Certificate of Exemption from a Limited Assurance Review for year ended 31 March 2023 (payable to V Thompstone)
[bookmark: _Hlk145692701]	
	8.2	Precept
 
		The requested precept of £1000 has been received into our bank account.

9		Update from District and County Councillors

		Councillor Pugsley advised that Somerset & Taunton Council had agreed a budget which means that services that were under threat of closure or service reduction would now remain in place for this financial year. Any services that are to be reduced in scale or removed entirely will be advised in plenty of time for Councils to make the necessary precept calculations before the end of this financial year. 

10			Any other business
		Tree felling on Parish Land. 
		Quotes have been received by both the Parish Council and the contractors who felled the timber on the Parish land. There is a difference in value, but efforts will be made to amicably resolve these discrepancies. It appears that the owners of Whitley, Mr & Mrs Williams, simply wished to clear hedging for safety and aesthetic reasons but unfortunately took on a contract which decimated whole areas of healthy wood which was not under their ownership. The emphasis now is on resolving issues around the sale of the timber and who receives funds and ensuring that the area is rejuvenated and replanted. 
		No action to be taken against the contractor, however, should any similar activities be undertaken in the Parish then the Council will insist on seeing the relevant licences prior to any work being conducted.
		The Chairperson and Councillor Shaw have attended numerous meetings with both Mr & Mrs Williams and the contractors and written several letters and obtained various quotes on this issue, and Councillor A’Brook thanked Councillor Shaw for his efforts in helping resolve this situation.

There being no further business, the meeting closed at 7.45pm

11		Dates of next meetings

		Tuesday 10th September 2024 (6.30pm start)
		Tuesday 26th November 2024 (6.30pm start)
		Tuesday 11th February 2025 (6.30pm start)
		Tuesday 13th May 2025 to include Annual Meeting (6.00pm start)
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