Upton Parish Council
Minutes of Meeting at Upton Village Hall at 6.30 pm

Thursday 6th February 2020
Present Councillor Fran A’Brook (in the Chair), Councillor Howard Shaw, Councillor Karen Telling, Councillor Innes Davis, Councillor David Williams, Councillor Libby Warden (co-opted at this meeting) and Parish Clerk Phoebe Purvis. 
Visitors to the Council  - None.
1. Apologies  Councillor Mel Reeves, District Councillors Dave Mansell and Mark Blaker, County Councillor Frances Nicholson
2. Declarations of Interest – none.
3. Minutes of the meeting held on 10th October 2019 were signed as approved by Chairman.

4. Co-opting of New Councillor -  Libby Warden as new councillor was nominated by Councillor Davis and seconded by Councillor Telling.  Councillor Warden completed the Acceptance of office and Register of Interests forms. 
5. Broad Band – Laying Fibre

Update from Jim Weir from Technological Ltd.   Once the Upton project is fully approved can start to apply for vouchers and do detailed route planning.  The fibre is live upto Shute Cottage by Frogwell Cross and are heading towards Kimmins Moor. Once weather improves hope to complete the northern part of skilgate sooner than anticipated, and then there are a couple of route options to Upton.   Have had good interest from Upton & Huish with currently about 40% of properties engaged, which is a great start and most routes look viable.  For more information see www.technological.co.uk/ex16/
Action for all councillors to spread information, flyers to be given out at coffee morning.

6. Mobile
Action for clerk to find out contact details to requet public signal on new Haddon Hill Mast.

7. Planning Matters that have arisen since last meeting 
  Beechcroft Field – The applicant submitted a further application to regularise the work undertaken without consent in the original application. This has now been processed by the Planning Authority.
   Vehicle access to Bittescombe Estate field via new widened gateway opposite the pub – We have been told that double gate will be secured and no longer used for vehicular access. It will be modified in due course to a pedestrian gate. This was an unapproved access onto the B3190 is being removed because of Highway Safety issues.
8. Highways
Potholes have been filled in and some of the gullies have been resurfaced.  Response from Highways has been prompt and good repairs made.

9. Exmoor Society

All councillors agreed that Exmoor Society would be worthwhile for us to join at an annual fee of £20.

10. Village Hall

Bingo before Christmas and Christmas lunch were both successes.  Bingo is planned again for 9th March, as well as Quiz night later in the year.  Considering running a garden / plant / seed swap.

11. Finances
S016 Form and cheques signed.
·     £10
Village hall hire – Fibre meeting 28th November
·     £20
Exmoor Society Annual Membership

·   £165
Clerk’s Salary – 1st January - 31st March 2020

·   £123.40    Clerk’s costs: 11th October 2019 - 6th February 2020 (includes Defibrillator 2 sets of                                          .                  new pads £79.08)      
12. Brendon Hill Meeting

​​​Next Meeting Tuesday 11th February, 19.30pm at Brompton Ralph Village Hall - Councillor A'Brook to attend.

13. Any Other Business – Everyone preferred the new start time of 6.30pm.
14. Suggested Items for next meeting – None.
15. Dates of next meetings;  
Thursday 14th May 2020   Annual Meeting 6.00 pm start

Thursday 2nd July 2020  6.30 pm start
Thursday 15th October 2020
Thursday 4th February 2021
The meeting finished at 7.15 pm.
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