Upton Parish Council
Minutes of Meeting at Upton Village Hall at 6.30 pm

Tuesday 30th November 2021
Present Councillor Fran A’Brook (in the Chair), Councillor Innes Davis, Councillor Val Thompstone, Councillor David Williams, Councillor Howard Shaw, County Councillor Frances Nicholson, District Councillor Dave Mansell and Parish Clerk Phoebe Purvis. 
Visitors to the Council  - Chris Sumter and her husband.
1. Apologies Councillor Karen Telling, Councillor Libby Warden and District Councillor Mark Blaker.

2. Declarations of Interest – none.
3. Minutes of the meeting held on Thursday 23rd September 2021 were approved and signed by Chairman.
4. Wivey Cares
Chris Sumter is the co-ordinator of 41 micro providers and 20 volunteers to provide help and support to people in Wivey and the ten parishes.  Anyone who needs help contacts via email co-ordinator@wiveycares.net and Chris will help understand the needs and introduce available helpers.  There is continuity of care as people get to really know their helpers.  They work together in small teams to ensure ongoing support during holidays, etc.  The fees are capped at £16/hour which goes fully to the helpers as there are no agency fees.  

300-400 meals are cooked each Thursday by volunteers at the Rugby club, which are frozen and then delivered on Friday.  Some are stored in freezer at the church.  Anyone in need can ask to meals, some need help on a temporary basis – such as early return from hospital  The meals are free, donations towards them are appreciated.  Fundraising is needed to be able to buy good quality fresh food.  

There is a project to buy land and start community food growing.

There is also a separate food bank at Silver Street, Wiveliscombe on Wednesday afternoons.

5. Planning Matters that have arisen since last meeting 
Little Acres, Treborough – Still Under Consideration – no decision yet.
West Withy Farm – also still under consideration – no decision at time of meeting.
6. Highways
County councillor Nicolson updated on the plans to repair the main road.  It is thought the culvert underneath the road is most likely casing the water damage and the road to subside (there is a mains water pipe but it is not thought to be leaking).  There may also be a pipe that is part of the connection between Wimbleball and Clathworthy Lakes.  There are no records of the pipes beneath the road.  There is some confusion as to which water company is responsible – Wessex Water or South West Water. They may be able to get a specialised camera to do some investigations to avoid extensive digging to find the problem.  Councillor Davies had a phone call from Wessex Water who were trying to understand the flow of the culvert and clearing the ditches onwards down the hillside.  Once the problem has been identified, the work is to be scheduled and main road would be closed for some time for repairs as it is a substantial job.  Any diversion will be long or on single track roads.
There have been problems with the temporary traffic lights failing and also flooding of surface water.

Overhanging tree survey was completed by Councillors A’Brook and Williams.  Action to notify Highways of locations where trees need cutting and supply the name and contact details for landowners responsible.  Highways will contact them to request tree maintenance is carried out.

Councillor Davies has sent pictures of the condition of the main road to Highways.

Councillor Davies to continue to request the speed limit of 40 mph to be extended to the pub.

Councillor Davies to ask Highways if we can contribute towards signs for weight limit restrictions for the small Upton bridge and the bridge at Cuckle Coombe.  Also unsuitable for heavy goods vehicles and correct route for Wimbleball Lake signage required.  Action for County Councillor Nicholson to find out the structural weight limits of these two bridges on the narrower lanes (map with two marked bridges has been sent) and request consultation for new road signs.
7. Village Hall

Car park and repairs have been completed.  The floor has been renovated.  Hall is back in regular use for events.

8. Finances
S016 Form and cheques signed.

·  £10
Upton Village Hall

·  £220
Clerk’s Salary – 1st Dec 2021 – 31st Mar 2022
·  £47.92  
Clerk’s costs: 24th Sept – 29th Nov 2021

9. Update from District and County Councillors - Report from District councillor Dave Mansell
Unitary Council Reorganisation – Decision has been made that it will be implemented but timetable open.  The Structural Change Order to be released early next year.  Date of next election soon to be released.  Joint committees have been set up with the County and District councils.  The scrutiny panel is still to be agreed.  Ward / boundary changes unlikely to be completed before next election and so ongoing changes.  The County Council is the continuing authority. We await more information.

Recycle More Soon collections are coming to Upton in February. A new blue bag will be provided and the following added to materials taken for weekly recycling: plastic pots, tubs and trays, food and drink cartons, small household batteries and electrical items. This reduces rubbish remaining, so refuse will be collected every three weeks.  An introductory leaflet and full information will be sent to all households beforehand.  Further details at: https://www.somersetwaste.gov.uk/recycle-more/ .

Bus Service Improvement Plan - The Bus Service Improvement Plan has been released by Somerset County Council.  An enhanced partnership agreed with local bus operators by next March, so that Somerset can access a share of a new £3 billion fund to Bus Back Better.  Proposal for Dulverton – Taunton service to be upgraded to hourly 7 days per week.  There may be some services for rural areas, possibly a pre-booked service of some sort.
Councillor Mansell also reported that road through Langley Marsh will be closed for two weeks from 6th December to replace the power poles.

County councillor Frances Nicholson asked that a councillor attends the panel meeting on 13th January.

 
10. Wimbleball Lake

No news since last meeting. Awaiting formal consultation, questions should be reviewed with stakeholders before consultation.  No agreed dates.

11. Any Other Business – None.
12. Suggested Items for next meeting – None.
13. Dates of next meetings;  
Please note meetings are on Tuesdays

Tuesday 1st March 2022
Tuesday 17th May 2022  AGM 6.00 Start

Tuesday 20th September 2022

Tuesday 29th November 2022

The meeting finished at 8.10 pm.[image: image1.png]
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