Upton Parish Council
Minutes of Meeting on Zoom at 6.30 pm

Thursday 4th March 2021
1. Present Councillor Fran A’Brook (in the Chair), Councillor Howard Shaw, Councillor Karen Telling, Councillor Libby Warden, Councillor Innes Davis, Councillor Val Thompstone, County Councillor Frances Nicholson and Parish Clerk Phoebe Purvis. 
Visitors to the Council  - None.
Apologies Councillor David Williams and District Councillor Dave Mansell
2. Declarations of Interest – none.
3. Minutes of the meeting held on 10th December 2020 were approved and will be signed by Chairman later.

4. Parish Land

​​​Councillors arrange a site visit to inspect the land and its boundaries, access - to determine any appropriate actions required by both landlord and the tenant vacating the property. Councillor Shaw to arrange date.
No response from Mel Reeves regarding his intentions.
5. Local Covid-19

No additional actions at this time.  Vaccination take up high in Somerset.
A box has been set up behind the church during March and April to collect food donations for Alcombe Food Bank.  Also encouraging food donations at Easter Service.

6. Wimbleball Lake

Dan Barnett (Access & Recreation Manager Exmoor National Park Authority) has put forward proposal for a footpath / cycle path around the lake.  He will be invited to a future meeting to discuss.  Councillor A’Brook to co-ordinate response.  Concern was raised of increased cyclists making it difficult for footpath to be used by walkers.  Concern there may be an increased number of scramble bikes at weekends.  Concern over increased traffic if location is seen as attractive for day trippers, do we need increased signage to reduce unsuitable traffic using the single track cut through route rather than official sign posted route?
7. Broad Band – Laying Fibre
Latest update from Technological Ltd. Website
Councillor A’Brook to attend next zoom Exmoor panel meeting where updates from Connecting Devon & Somerset.

Wayleave agreements are still outstanding from Technological.

Upton - We are starting the build towards the remaining properties towards Wimbleball and Venn / Halstown this week - particularly as some of these vouchers are reaching their 12 month time limit, while we don’t anticipate any major issues we have time in hand to overcome any that do arise.
Sperry Cross & Brown Lane - We have had a few issues crossing to West Withy, but another attempt will be made this week now the permit has been agreed. We also have our contractors completing the crossing at East Withy this week. If everything goes to plan with these, we will be completing more duct installation while the larger ploughs are in the Upton area this month.

8. Planning Matters that have arisen since last meeting 
Planning application or the conversion of a barn from agricultural to residential use at West Withy Farm, Hansetown Road, Upton, has been refused.  Details on planning website.

Rights of way for footpath towards Withy Farm – Councillor A’Brook to check access.

9. Highways
Useful data was collected from the speed monitoring set up by David Wood.  The measurements were collected at the bend near Upton Coaches, so vehicles are likely slowing down at this point.  Some vehicles were over the speed limit and accidents do occur at this point.  Traffic volume low due to lockdown.  Councillor Davis to arrange follow up at a later date for some advice on signage and improvement suggestions.

Councillor Davis following up with Highways regarding the heavy lorries that are using the single track lane and bridge.  Weight limit signs are really needed for this bridge and the bridge at Cuckle Coombe.  We would like signs saying it is unsuitable for heavy goods vehicles and also signage stressing that this is not a suitable route for Wimbleball Lake.

District Councillor Nicholson will chase the structural weight limits of these two bridges on the narrower lanes.

The document found by Councillor Davis stating that rural communities should not be disadvantaged, and should have 30 mph limits where there are 20 houses.  It would be very useful for us to build up evidence of local villages which have a 30 mph limit for fewer than 20 houses.  Local data very much supports our case.
10. Village Hall
Waiting for lifting of restrictions to increase use.  
11. Finances
S016 Form and cheques to be signed at next meeting.  Exmoor society sub overdue.
12. Update from District Councillor

Increases in council tax for adult social care, district and police.  There is necessary children’s budget spending.  Central government have just recognised the West Somerset Area challenged with house price inflation against average income.  More will be done to encourage affordable housing.  More information and presentations are available on Exmoor National Park and Central Government websites.  

Consultation on the two options for Unitary Councils is now open – District Councillor Nicholson to send links.  Consultation will close in the middle of April.

13. Any Other Business – None.
14. Suggested Items for next meeting – None.
15. Dates of next meetings;  
Thursday 20th May 2021  AGM 6.00 Start

Thursday 23rd September 2021
Thursday 2nd December 2021
Thursday 3rd March 2022
The meeting finished at 7.30 pm.
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