Upton Parish Council
Minutes of Meeting at Upton Village Hall at 7.30 pm

Thursday 5th February  2015
Present
Councillor Jane North (in the chair), Councillor Howard Shaw, Councillor Fran A’Brook, Councillor Mel Reeves, Councillor Chris Govier, Councillor Cathryn Heywood, District Councillor Keith Turner and County Councillor Frances Nicholson and Parish Clerk Phoebe Purvis.
Visitors to the Council   None.
Apologies  Councillor Neil Williams.
Declarations of Interest - It was agreed Councillor Mel Reeves would participate in this discussion regarding the Parish Land.
Minutes of the meeting held on 16th October 2014 were signed as approved by Chairman.

1. Parish Land
Letter from WSDC was read asking us to pay legal costs for registration of Upton Parish Land – it was unanimously agreed that we should not be charged fees, when WSDC at no time consulted us regarding the land which is clearly within the village – it is not our mistake.  Clerk to write to WSDC.

2. Sandbags in case of flooding

We have been offered sandbags in case of flooding from WSDC – but these are to be stored locally.  Parish Clerk to find out how many allocated to Upton and who needs them in the village.  Householders will have to store them in a dark dry place.

3. Planning Matters that have arisen since last meeting 

· The conversion of agricultural premises to a dwelling house at Lowtrow Cross has been refused by WSDC.
· We repeated our previous comments regarding the volume of extraction and the exit of vehicles onto the main road in response to the Forestry Commission’s consultation, for the granting of a licence for tree felling at Haddon Wood SS 986 286.  We assume this is the same extraction we discussed with Mr Dru last year, rather than increased levels.

· Lowtrow Cross Caravan Park – Application to vary Condition 3 of the original consent for the Caravan Park to allow 13 of the 25 pitches to be rented on a seasonal basis rather than touring basis. Condition 3 of the original consent was applied to prevent the site being used as a residential caravan park. The site is outside the Upton development area; consequently residential/semi-permanent dwellings would be resisted by the planners on policy grounds. UPC also objected for this reason. The site was originally consented as a holiday/touring site and UPC believe that the condition supporting this use should remain. Decision awaited by WSDC.
· The Local Plan will be released by WSDC in the next fortnight in CD form, for distribution to councillors for comment.

4. Mobile Infrastructure Project
Meeting at Hadden Hill was attended by Councillor Shaw and the clerk, where a push up model mast was displayed.  The mast was near to the tall trees and didn’t intrude into the overall aspect of the view.  The Parish council are in support of the need for mobile coverage in Upton and support this application. Action for Clerk to email our support for the project.

5. Lengthsman Scheme

We are still interested to hear whether an local arrangements are made with the Brendon Hill Group for lengthsman and whether he will operate on the main road.
Upton PC will continue to work with Somerset Highways and report any issues we have for drains to be unblocked, as we have done previously.

6. Village Hall Report 

Councillor Williams sent a report - Progress has been slow with completing the outstanding work on the extension, but plans are now in hand.   The kitchen floor, which has been a problem for some time, should be repaired by the end of February and a new floor covering will also be laid.  Neil Williams is now the Treasurer, the Village Hall therefore looking for a new Secretary.   Quiz Night booked for Saturday 9 May, starting at 7.30pm.   Village Fete will be held on Sunday 30 August.
District Councillor Turner reported that the village Hall Committee need to investigate their situation with Non Domestic Rate Relief – they may need to apply in order to keep this.
7.  Finances

The budget was reviewed for next year and it was agreed the precept would remain as last year at £2046.

There is a new Transparency code – Clerk to check audit requirements, as we have previously sent year end reports to external firm of accountants but instead they will be published on WSDC web-site.  Councillor Turner explained that if we were a member of Somerset Association of Local Council, legal changes would be explained to us.  Clerk to find out cost of subscription.

S016 Form and cheques were signed.

· £165.00   Clerk’s Salary 1st January – 31st March 2015 

· £36.00     Clerk’s costs  17th October – 5th February 2015 

8. Brendon Hill Group Meetings
A meeting was held on 2nd February and was not attended by Upton, the next meeting is on Monday 1st June, 7.30pm at Ralieghs Cross Inn.  Action to find out if any councillors are available to attend. 
9. Local Schools Update – Kingsmead Transportation Consultation

The consulation has now closed, it appears that 60% of children in the Dulverton Catchment area wish to attend Kingsmead school between ages of 11-13.  Decision to be made on transport policy for those for whom Kingsmead is not their nearest school in this age range.  Will Kingsmead accept admission at age 13, if transport is restricted?
Dulverton Federation has now joined with Minehead Middle school to form a Multi Academy Trust – sharing resources – finances, teacher, etc.  Savings will be made by having one Head for all the schools, although there will be a principal at Dulverton.

10. Suggested Items for next meeting – None.
11. Dates of next meetings;  

Thursday 23rd April 2015   AGM 7.00 Start

Thursday 9th July 2015
Thursday 15th October 2015  

Thursday 4th February 2016

The meeting finished at 8.10 pm.
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