Upton Parish Council
Minutes of Meeting at Upton Village Hall at 7.30 pm

Thursday 21st April 2016
Present
Councillor Howard Shaw (in the chair), Councillor Jane North Councillor, Fran A’Brook, Councillor Mel Reeves and Parish Clerk Phoebe Purvis.
 Visitors to the Council  - none.
1. Apologies Councillor Chris Govier, Councillor Neil Williams, Councillor Cathryn Heywood, County Councillor Frances Nicolson, District Councillor Keith Turner
2. Declarations of Interest – none.
3. Minutes of the meeting held on 4th February 2016 were signed as approved by Chairman.

4. AGM 
It was agreed that as the AGM was held in July last year due to the elections, it would be better to hold it in July each year – so the next meeting will also be the AGM – starting at 7.00.

5. Maintenance of Trees on Parish Land
There was an on site meeting with Councillors Govier, Shaw, North and Reves with Jeff Webber – there is no necessary work needed.  Some trees could be maintained and the work was quoted at about £300.  Prior to any work being carried out the scope will have to be agreed with the other tenant – Mr Taylor, who, though invited, did not attend the site meeting. This will be discussed again at the next meeting in July and, following the nesting season, any necessary tree maintenance will be carried out in the autumn/winter months.   
6. Maintenance of Drains
A blocked drain has caused damage on the road from Sperry Cross to Cockles Coombe – water has been running on the road and has damaged the surface.  

Action: Councillor Reeves – speak to Highways to unblock drain and repair the road surface.

7. Mobile Infrastructure Project – Harlequin Mast
No news since the last meeting.  

Notes from previous meeting - If Western Power or EE, (for the Emergency Services Infrastructure), decide to erect a mast for their own (private) use, it would be a condition placed upon them by Exmoor National Park, as landowners, that at least one of the mobile operators be permitted to use the mast for public mobile use.  DCMS may also come up with further initiatives for rural mobile coverage in the future too.  We await further news, as there is a real need for improved communications.  

8. Planning Matters that have arisen since last meeting 
None.
9. Finances
S016 Form and cheques were signed.

·   £40
Village Hall Hire for next year – 4 meetings.

· £165
Clerk’s Salary 1st April – 30th June 2016 

·   £30
Clerk’s costs: 5th February – 21st April 2016


9.1 Annual Governance Statement 2015/16
The year end report was reviewed and the annual governance statement was approved and signed by the Chair and Clerk.


9.2 Accounting Statements 2015/16
The accounting statements were approved and signed by the Chair and Clerk.

10. Ironman Event 
Ongoing Actions from previous meeting.  
Action for Clerk and Councillor Shaw to write to SW lakes stating the problems that we face with the event being held here each year.   
Action  for Clerk to contact Somerset (Karen Harwood) regarding not giving permission in future years to close the public roads, in the early years this event was run without road closures.  
Action for Clerk to contact Jo Scott to see if we can co-ordinate with Brompton Regis.
11. Suggested Items for next meeting – AGM.
12. Dates of next meetings;  
Thursday 7th July 2016  AGM 7.00 Start
Thursday 13th October 2016  

Thursday 2nd February 2017

Thursday 27th April 2017   

The meeting finished at 7.50 pm.
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