Upton Parish Council
Minutes of Meeting at Upton Village Hall at 7.30 pm

Thursday 8th February 2018
Present Councillor Fran A’Brook (in the chair), Councillor Howard Shaw, Councillor Cathryn Heywood, Councillor Mel Reeves, District Councillor Keith Turner and Parish Clerk Phoebe Purvis.
 Visitors to the Council  - none.
1. Apologies Councillor Libby Warden and Councillor Chris Govier.
2. Declarations of Interest – none.
3. Minutes of the meeting held on 9th November were signed as approved by Chairman.

4. Councillor Vacancy

The vacancy for a new councillor to be advertised on the notice board, website and in the parish mag.  We are now missing a councillor from the village hall committee.
5. Planning Matters that have arisen since last meeting 
A new, second entrance to the Barn/Feed Store at Lowtrow Cross, Upton, has been constructed giving direct access to the highway.  This access was not indicated on the original, consented planning application.  WSDC Enforcement Officers have written to the owner and ask that, within the next 28 days, he either removes the new gate and reinstates the hedge, or he submits a retrospective planning application for the new access, which would have to be modified to comply with SCC Highways specifications.  The old, original, access would have to be blocked up.  This is still ongoing and awaiting enforcement action from WSDC, and a response from the applicant, which is now overdue.
A retrospective certificate of lawful use has now be applied for regarding the holiday cottage at Rainsbury House – Upton Parish Council have no comments, or objections to make upon this application.

6. Hinkley Point
We discussed whether we could apply for a Hinkley Point small grant to help fund traffic schemes to slow traffic through the village, particularly with the increase in trucks now going through the village.  Parish clerk to find out more information.

7. Broadband

Airband is believed to be up and running, however it is now confirmed it is not available for houses along the main road in Upton.  Action from clerk to find out roll out plans for fibre to premise from Gigaclear (www.gigaclear.com), which has been promised latest 2020.

8. Finances
S016 Form and cheques signed.
·  £40.88
  Somerset Association of Local Councils
·  £165
  Clerk’s Salary – 1st January – 31st March 2018
·  £43.30
  Clerk’s costs: 18th July October 2017 – 7th February 2018
9. Library Services
Somerset County Council are running a consultation for the future of library services – full information is available on http://somersetlibraries.co.uk/consultation/ together with links to give comments and feedback.  Both Dulverton and Wiveliscombe libraries are part of this consultation.  For Dulverton option A is that the library is run by community volunteers and option B is that there is no change.  Please give your views while the consultation is running before the decision is made.
10. Brendon Hill Meeting

The next Brendon Group Meeting is on Thursday 22nd February, 7.30 at Raleigh’s Cross Inn – Councillor Fran A’Brook to attend.
11. Repainting of Fingerpost signs
Councillor Fran A’Brook is the only volunteer we have to repaint the fingerposts, we need two at least to work together for health and safety.   Action for Clerk to ask for volunteers in the parish mag and also contract the project to find out if there are any approved contractors we can hire.

12. Termination of SID Program

The county council is terminating the current SID program from the 31st March.  Investment would be needed in the equipment in order for the program to continue.  The parish council is required to make some contribution if SID is to be continued.  Action from Clerk to investigate what these costs would be and to find out if a grant from the Hinkley Point mitigation fund could cover this.
13. Gritting

When there has been ice or snow, there have been large patches of the road where the road is snow covered, where other patches are completely clear, indicating that the gritting is not uniform or sufficient along the main road.  This is in marked contrast to previous years where the full stretch of road has remained clear and free from snow and ice.  It appears that gritting is more thorough on the hills but grit is not laid on flat stretches of the road.  This is extremely dangerous since cars are travelling along a gritted road and then all of a sudden come upon a snowed over icy section.

There was snow on the flat parts of the main road on 28th December and the evening of 21st January – when the flat road outside Raleigh’s Cross Inn had not been gritted and car slid off the road.  At this time the parts of the main road on the hills had been gritted.  On other occasions, it has been reported that the road between Raleigh’s Cross and Sperry Cross had not been gritted and snow lay on the road at 10.30 in the morning.  The whole of the main road needs to be gritted in order to maintain the road for use.  Concern has been raised that the road is not gritted on icy mornings which puts the school buses at risk.

14. Updates From District and County Councillors
District councillor Keith Turner reported Master Planning is underway to address the need for affordable housing in Williton, Watchet and Minehead – an additional 2900 houses are needed by 2032.  

15. AOB - None
16. Suggested Items for next meeting – None.
17. Dates of next meetings;  
Thursday 26th April 2018   AGM 7.00 pm start
Thursday 5th July 2018  

Thursday 18th October 2018  
Thursday 7th February 2019

The meeting finished at 8.20 pm.
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