Upton Parish Council
Minutes of Meeting at Upton Village Hall at 7.30 pm

Thursday 6th July 2017
Present Councillor Fran A’Brook (in the chair), Councillor Howard Shaw, Councillor Cathryn Heywood, Councillor Neil Williams, Councillor Mel Reeves, District Councillor Keith Turner, County Councillor Frances Nicolson and Parish Clerk Phoebe Purvis.
 Visitors to the Council  - none.
1. Apologies Councillor Libby Warden, Councillor Chris Govier,
2. Declarations of Interest – none.
3. Minutes of the meeting held on 27th April were signed as approved by Chairman.

4. Defibrillator
The AED has now been fitted to the left hand side of the Lowtrow Cross Inn.  Training was carried out by Roger Wilson (Wivey First Responder) on 12th June at the village Hall.  The training was fun and informative and enjoyed by all who attended.  We are happy to run another training session if anyone else would like to attend.  Clerk is meeting with NHS to get AED location added to NHS directory.  Actions for Clerk 
To improve signage, so that the AED location is easy to find from the front of the pub.   

To find out if AED information point is desired for the car boot sale in July.  

To take pictures of AED location for website.
5. Planning Matters that have arisen since last meeting 
A new, second entrance to the Barn/Feed Store at Lowtrow Cross, Upton, has been constructed giving direct access to the highway. This access was not indicated on the original, consented planning application.  WSDC have written to the owner and ask that within the next 28 days they either remove the new gate and reinstate the hedge or they submit a retrospective planning application for the new access, which would have to be modified to comply with SCC new access specifications.  (The old access would have to be blocked up).

A new, double gated vehicle access to the main road has been put in the field opposite the Lowtrow Cross Inn (it was previously believed to be a single pedestrian gate) – Action for Councillor Shaw to find out planning status.

6. Hinkley Point
No new information.
7. Broadband

At the Brendon Group Meeting Matthew Barrow presented detailed information on the upgraded broadband across Exmoor (matt.barrow@devon.gov.uk).  Upton is planned to receive fibre to premise from Gigaclear (www.gigaclear.com).  They will be soon providing a property list – so homeowners will know whether their home is included in the rollout plan.  It would be good if residents could register an interest on their website, to show need for a new fibre network in the area.  The latest time for this to be operational is 2020, earliest would be 2018.  
Action for clerk to find contact for Devon/Somerset coordinator for mobile coverage.
8. Village Hall Report
The new storage room is being decorated and storage racks have been purchased.  Upton parish council to contribute £100 towards racking for the old parish documents.  

A car boot sale is planned for Sunday 30th July.
Cheese and wine -  Air Ambulance fundraiser planned at the village hall for Saturday 30th September.

The fete will be running every other year, as this was run last year, this year there is no fete.

9. Finances
The internal audit has been completed and the forms submitted to the external auditors – Grant Thornton.
S016 Form and cheques signed.
·  £25
   Internal Audit – Andrew Smith

·  £165
  Clerk’s Salary – 1st July – 30th September 2017

·  £42.60
  Clerk’s costs: 27th April – 5th July 2017

10. Brendon Group Meeting

Charlotte Thomas reported from the Signposts project.  Training to be arranged for volunteers to maintain the fingerposts, paint and brushes to be provided to parishes.  Only people who have completed the training will be covered by insurance.  The next training will be run as a two hour evening session – people who had already completed the training said it was helpful and useful information.  Before and after photos should be taken for any signs painted (the Exmoor society wishes to collect these photos).  Action for clerk to find training dates and volunteers.

There is a need for Foster Carers locally, there are no restrictions on age and is equally suitable for single people, couples or families willing to take on the role.  More information it on the Somerset County Website.

11. Speed Limit
District Councillor Nicholson reported that there is opposition to extending the 40 mph limit to start from the pub.  Highways do not believe that the section of road between the pub and village has regular pedestrian use.  We believe it does have daily pedestrian use – and that many in the village have said this piece of road is too dangerous for them to walk on, but they would consider doing so if the speed limit were reduced. 
Website showing traffic calming measures - www.trafficchoices.co.uk/somerset/traffic-schemes  Removal of the centreline may be an option, however there is concern whether traffic would be more likely to drive in the middle of the road without a centreline.  Other ideas are speed sign that flashes up actual speed, or careful or warning signs of pedestrians in road or slow signs or slow painted on the road surface.  Action for all councillors to review the options to discuss at the next meeting.  
We may be able to make a submission later in the year for a proposed improvement scheme of value to the community; it then may or may not be approved.

12. Updates From District and County Councillors
New Somerset West lottery has been launched to raise money for good causes – 
www.somersetwestlottery.co.uk.  Local charities can also register to raise funds.

13. AOB
None
14. Suggested Items for next meeting – Set the precept for the coming year.
15. Dates of next meetings;  
Thursday 19th October 2017  

Thursday 8th February 2018

Thursday 26th April 2018   AGM
Thursday 5th July 2018  

The meeting finished at 8.45 pm.
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