Upton Parish Council
Minutes of Meeting at Upton Village Hall at 7.30 pm

Thursday 5th July 2018
Present Councillor Fran A’Brook (in the chair), Councillor Howard Shaw, Councillor Cathryn Heywood, Councillor Libby Warden, Councillor Chris Govier, Councillor Karen Telling, Councillor Innes Davis, District Councillor Keith Turner and Parish Clerk Phoebe Purvis.
 Visitors to the Council  - none.
1. Apologies Councillor Mel Reeves and County Councillor Frances Nicholson
2. Declarations of Interest – none.
3. Minutes of the meeting held on 3rd May were signed as approved by Chairman.

4. New Councillors Co-opted
After advertising the vacancies for councillors, we’ve two volunteers.  Councillor Libby Warden is stepping down, we thank her for all her work as councillor and hope she comes to future meetings.
Councillor A’Brook nominated Councillor Innes Davis.  Councillor Heywood seconded.

Councillor Innes Davis unanimously elected.

Councillor A’Brook nominated Councillor Karen Telling.  Councillor Govier seconded.

Councillor Karen Telling unanimously elected.

5. Planning Matters that have arisen since last meeting 
A retrospective planning permission has been granted for a new entrance to the Barn/Feed Store at Lowtrow Cross, Upton, a condition of which is that the old original gate be removed.  This gate is still being used.  Action for Clerk to inform planning enforcement of the breach.

Application 3/30/18/004 – Land at Surridge Farm, Frogwell Cross to Skilgate TA4 2DN – Proposed installation of a 35m telecommunications mast accommodating three antennas, two microwave dishes, pole mounted satellite dish, ancillary equipment cabinets and cabling, within a fenced compound, together with a 3m access track.  
An on site meeting was held on 21st June and our comments sent to planning.  We would like a condition of planning that a public mobile service be provided on the new mast, as this is so needed by the local community.
6. Hinkley Point
Status same as previous meeting.

7. Broadband

Gigaclear have released initial plans to have superfast fibre to premise installed in Upton at the beginning of 2019.  Please register interest at gigaclear.com to show demand for service and to receive updates on the project.

8. Village Hall
As we no longer have a councillor on the village hall committee – action for clerk to get status report for each meeting.  

Table top/car boot sale is advertised for 29th July

Councillors A’Brook and Libby Warden to do leaflet drop for village bring your own BBQ with music on afternoon / evening 24th August.

9. Finances
The Internal audit has been completed and the year end report has been submitted to the external auditor.

S016 Form and cheques signed.
· £25
  Mr Andrew Smith – Internal audit. 

· £165
  Clerk’s Salary – 1st July – 30th September 2018

· £30
  Clerk’s costs: 1st May – 4th July 2018

Invoices were submitted for daffodils planted – will be included on SO16 for next meeting.

Approval was given to Councillors Telling and Davis to purchase more daffodils for planting next season – please return receipts for records.
10. Library Services
We were included on a response from the friends of Wiveliscombe library.  The Somerset County Council consultation is now closed, we are unsure of when any decisions will be made.

11. Repainting of Fingerpost signs
Action for clerk to send list of seven fingerposts and arrange detailed survey with Charlotte Thomas.  Councillor A’Brook to send photos.  Get some quotes for repainting and make decision on which fingerposts need contractors due to road safety location and which require volunteer help to repaint.

12. Brendon Hill Meeting

The next Brendon Group Meeting is on Thursday 18th October at 7.30 at Raleigh’s Cross Inn – Parish Clerk to attend.

13. Speeding
County Councillor Nicholson has reported that Highways has asked the police to do some speed enforcement in Upton.  This may help us collect data on speeding in Upton.

14. Update From District Councillor

District councillor Keith Turner reported that the merge of West Somerset and Taunton Deane councils is going ahead with the merge happening by May 2019.  There will be a reduction from 84 to 59 Councillors.  In Taunton Dean there have been 1500 electors per councillor and 1000 per councillor in West Somerset.  The new council will have 2000 electors per councillor.  Upton will be in a combined ward with Wiveliscombe.  Action for clerk – put Information leaflet on website and notice board.
We asked when the road verges / hedges will be cut – as some are now so overgrown, especially on single track roads that visibility is very much reduced.  Concern was raised on the single track road from Upton to Wimbleball, as many are being guided on this route to the lake by GPS – Action for Clerk to find out if GPS route can be changed to match the brown sign route to Wimbleball.

15. AOB – Action for clerk to write letter to express our concerns over the proposal for 130 acre solar installation between Watchet and Washford.
16. Suggested Items for next meeting – Village Hall News.   
17. Dates of next meetings;  
Thursday 25th October 2018  
Thursday 7th February 2019

Thursday 2nd May 2019   AGM 7.00 pm start

Thursday 4th July 2019  

The meeting finished at 8.40 pm.
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