Upton Parish Council 
Minutes of Annual Meeting at Upton Village Hall at 6.00 pm

Tuesday 14th May 2024



Present:	Councillor Fran A'Brook (in the chair)
Councillor Howard Shaw
Councillor Karen Telling
Councillor Libby Warden
Councillor David Williams
Councillor & Parish Clerk Val Thompstone, 
District Councillor Steven Pugsley  

Visitors to the Council:   None


1	Election of Chairperson

	Councillor Warden nominated Councillor A’Brook. Councillor Shaw seconded.
	Councillor A’Brook unanimously elected.

2	Election Paperwork
	All Councillors completed declaration of office and register of interest forms.

3	Chairman’s Declaration of Office
Councillor A’Brook signed form.

4	Apologies	
Councillor Innes Davies and County Councillor Frances Nicholson 

5	Minutes of the Annual Meeting held on 23rd May 2023
	The minutes were read, approved, and signed.

6	Summary of Report of previous year from Chairperson (then acting if now changed)
The Chairperson gave her thanks to the Council for their support during the previous year.
It has been a challenging year with ongoing issues around St James in the village along the main road, where no planning permission has been sought, or given, for the large amount of work going on in the grounds of said bungalow. Nor has any application been sought or given for change of use of the land which is of concern in that it appears that some sort of business is being carried out from the grounds/bungalow. A query was raised with the County Council’s Planning Department last year, but to date we have not had a response, apart from the auto response generated upon submission of said query.

There have also been issues surrounding the Parish Land adjacent to land owned by Mr & Mrs Williams of Whitley. There has been widescale felling of timber, some of which was requested by Mr & Mrs Whitley as it was on their land, but also timber belonging to the Parish was felled on a larger scale than had been expected and discussed at initial meetings. Negotiations are ongoing as to the sale of the timber felled on Parish Land, and the reinstatement of rejuvenation of the area in question. The Chairperson offered thanks to Howard Shaw for assisting in progressing this matter with both Mr & Mrs Williams and the contractors involved. 

Regarding Highways, the Chairperson had been in discussion with various parties about signage to Wimbleball Lake. South West Lakes were keen to place numerous large signs around the village and Brompton Regis. Negotiations have meant these large signs are now not going to be erected through the village, instead we will have three smaller signs through the village and up to Roborough Gate, directing traffic away from Henstown Road, the lane up to Upton Farm, and the narrow lane through Cuckolds Combe.



7	Election of Vice Chairperson
	Councillor A’Brook nominated Councillor Telling. Councillor Warden seconded.
	Councillor Telling unanimously elected.

8	Appointment of Highways Warden
	Councillor A’Brook nominated Councillor Davies. Councillor Shaw seconded.
	Councillor Davies unanimously elected.

9	Appointment of Planning Convenor
Councillor Warden nominated Councillor Shaw. Councillor Williams seconded.	
	Councillor Shaw unanimously elected.

10	Appointment of Internal Auditor
Mr Andrew Smith from Huish Champflower to continue as the internal Auditor. 
Parish Clerk to contact Mr Smith.

11	Appointment of Acting Clerk if the Clerk is unable to act
Councillor Warden to act as Clerk if Councillor Thompstone is unavailable.

12	Questions and comments from members of the public.
	None.


There being no further business the meeting closed at 6.35 pm.


Date and time of next Annual Meeting		

Tuesday 13th May 2025 at 18.00 hrs
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