Upton Parish Council
Minutes of Meeting at Upton Village Hall at 7.00 pm

Thursday 9th July 2015
Present
Councillor Jane North (in the chair), Councillor Howard Shaw, Councillor Fran A’Brook, Councillor Mel Reeves, Councillor Chris Govier, Councillor Neil Williams, District Councillor Keith Turner and Parish Clerk Phoebe Purvis.
 Visitors to the Council   None.
Apologies Councillor Cathryn Heywood 
Declarations of Interest - None.
Minutes of the meeting held on 23rd April 2015 were signed as approved by Chairman.

1. Parish Land
Clerk to send original signed documents to WSDC, Kathryn Mason and then to chase progress of the transfer.  
2. Mobile Infrastructure Project 

The route for the electric power has now been agreed, it is mainly underground.  The planning application is soon to be submitted.  Overall we believe there is support from local people and groups, as the mobile coverage is very much needed.  Action for councillor North to telephone to find status of project and expected timescales.

3. Planning Matters that have arisen since last meeting 

· Lady Harriet’s Drive - Councillor Shaw, Councillor A’Brook and the parish clerk visited the tracks, which are as agreed on the drawings, so no further action.  

· Bittiscombe Manor: Application for new gates – Councillor North to clarify what is being proposed, as this was not clear from the application.
· Upton Garage: Application to extend the length of one of the workshop buildings by 4.5m to improve the facilities. UPC has no comment and supports the application which has been approved.
· Upton’s Top Priorities – Number five, bus route to be deleted, as this is not appropriate for section 106 funds.  Leave remaining points to be updated next year.
4. Village Survey
The village hall committee are proposing a village wide survey to find out the needs and opinions of everyone.  Action for all councillors to add in questions the parish council would find useful, such as defining the top priorities and tasks for lengthsman. Councillor Shaw will then liaise with the Village Hall committee.
5. Ironman Event 

The event was held on 28th June 2015, this is the tenth year.  Ongoing action for Clerk and councillor Shaw to write to SW lakes stating the problems that we face with the event being held here each year and to ask who grants permission for the event and how many future years it has been granted for.  Also contact Somerset (Karen Harwood) regarding not giving permission in future years to close the public roads, in the early years this event was run without road closures.

6. Village Hall Report 

Councillor Williams updated us on the extension progress, the room is to be finished as a storeroom.  A village wide survey is to be carried out to find out everyone’s needs and opinions on how we can improve the use of community facilities.  Village Fete will be held on Sunday 30 August.
7. Parish Land

Action for clerk to send original signed TR1 form to Kathryn Mason, transfer of land is ongoing.

Action for clerk to purchase and fit new lock and chain and also to write letter to Taylors informing that the gate is to be kept locked (we gave permission for access in order for them to move back into the property).

8. Finances

S016 Form and cheques were signed.

·   £165
  Clerk’s Salary 1st July – 30th September 2015 

·   £74.50
  Clerk’s costs: 24h April 2015 – 8th July 2015    

·   £40
  Village Hall Hire.

·   £25
  Internal Audit – Andrew Smith.

·  £100
  WSDC – uncontested election costs invoice.


10.1 
Year End Return

This was returned as approved by the eternal auditor.

9. Brendon Hill Group Meetings
The next meeting is on Monday 5th October, 7.30pm at Raleigh’s Cross Inn – councillor Shaw to attend.  
Action for clerk to join SALC – Somerset Association of Local Councils, who provide guidance on legal requirements for local parish councils.
Action for clerk to set up Upton Parish Council website to comply with transparency code requirements.

10. Suggested Items for next meeting – None.
11. Dates of next meetings;  

Thursday 15th October 2015  

Thursday 4th February 2016

Thursday 21st April 2016   AGM 7.00 Start

Thursday 7th July 2016  

The meeting finished at 8.00 pm.
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