Upton Parish Council
Minutes of Meeting at Upton Village Hall at 7.30 pm

Thursday 10th October 2019
Present Councillor Fran A’Brook (in the Chair), Councillor Howard Shaw, Councillor Karen Telling, Councillor Innes Davis, Councillor David Williams, District Councillor Dave Mansell, County Councillor Frances Nicholson and Parish Clerk Phoebe Purvis.  Councillor Mel Reeves (co-opted later in the meeting).
Visitors to the Council  - Jim Weir – Technological Ltd – Broadband fibre installation.
1. Apologies  Libby Warden.
2. Declarations of Interest – none.
3. Minutes of the meeting held on 11th July were signed as approved by Chairman.

4. Co-opting of New Councillor -  Mel Reeves as new councillor was nominated by Councillor Shaw and seconded by Councillor Davis.  Councillor Reeves completed the Acceptance of office and Register of Interests forms.  Remaining vacancy to be filled by Libby Warden at next meeting.
5. Broad Band – Laying Fibre

Jim Weir from Technological Ltd.   In progress of laying cable to Timewell Hill and Skilgate village – Upton seems the logical next place to lay the fibre.  The process is to sign up commitment from households to a 12 month contract starting from £40 per month.  There is no connection charge as installation of the cable is funded by the rural gigabit voucher scheme which once properties sign up to the service Technologoical Ltd apply for the voucher on their behalf (once they know when the work will commence – as there is six months to use the voucher).  The value of the voucher is £1500 per residential and £3500 per business user.  Properties can claim more than one voucher for businesses / homes at the same property – a farm for example may be a number of separate businesses, a home and holiday lets – so a number of vouchers can then be claimed.  The cable route is Demand led – the properties that sign up determine the route.  The fast pace of work is due to agreements to lay cable in private land, rather than along highways – usually easier to lay to the rear of properties than the front.  The plan is to get Skilgate live before Christmas and then use the winter months to sign up and agree routes in the wider Upton area – ready to lay cable in the spring when the weather improves.   For more information see www.technological.co.uk/ex16/
Public Information meeting to be held on Thursday 28th November – 7.00 at Upton Village Hall – Action for councillor Telling to book village hall & print information re project and meeting in parish Mag.  Action for Clerk to advertise on website & Notice board.   Everyone in the wider Upton area is welcome.
6. Mobile
Emergency Home Office system due to go live on new Haddon Hill Mast at the beginning of 2020.  When this is operational, we may then be able to approach networks to request for public signal.
7. Planning Matters that have arisen since last meeting 
  Beechcroft Field – Meeting held with owners to clarify UPC objections to latest application to resolve enforcement action. New site drainage at the entrance may be adequate, but is unproven; need to wait and see how it reacts to heavy, prolonged seasonal rainfall.  Updated planning and enforcement concerning landscaping, a 2nd  newly opened and unapproved site entrance with associated hardstanding/track, on site parking and configuration of the access onto the B3190 to ensure compliance with Somerset Highway specifications are ongoing. The Public Right of Way has now been approved by the Planning Authority.
  Road access to field opposite pub – Action for clerk and councillor Shaw to write letter to request the correct permissions are sought and it complies with highways regulations or changed back to pedestrian gate only.

8. Highways
Overhanging branches continue to be a problem, particularly with large lorries or logging trucks. Action for Councillor Reeves to speak to Norths about tree by main road near Old Chapel that needs cutting back.
County Councillor Nicholson reported that Ash Dieback has been reported in the area and ash trees need to be checked.  Any infected are dangerous, as they may fall without notice and are unpredictable in their felling, which needs specialist attention.

Speed Indication Devices – County Councillor Nicholson reported that Cutcombe parish have purchased one.  Action for clerk to find out if we could make arrangements to borrow it for a couple for fortnights during the year and what the costs / responsibilities involved would be.

Speeding.  County councillor Nicholson took action to find out if views towards reducing the speed through the village to 30 mph or extending the 40 mph from the pub to the village – were any more favourable.  Action for clerk to find out if Upton is included on the Police speed enforcement plans and also find out about community speedwatch.  Speeding motorbikes are a safety concern.
9. Village Hall

Notice boards have now been moved and look great in the new location.  Very appreciative to Councillor Telling for doing this – thank you.
Village fete was successful and went well.
10. Finances
The precept for the coming year was discussed and agreed to be set at £1500 – this reflects our annual expenditure, as we now have bank reserves for election and other unbudgeted costs.  Precept form was completed and signed by the chairman.

S016 Form and cheques signed.
·     £10
Village hall hire – planning meeting 10th September

·     £35.87    
Materials for moving notice board.

·     £165
Clerk’s Salary – 1st October– 31st December 2019

·     £33.69   
Clerk’s costs: 11th July– 10th October 2019

11. Updates from Brendon Hill Meeting

Laying of the broadband fibre was the main topic.  Also discussed gritting, salt bins, Wiveliscombe library and whether a new Neighbourhood plan is to be undertaken.  
Next meeting in early spring at Brompton Ralph.

12. Updates From District and County Councillors
District councillor Mansell updated us on the new council structure – settling down and becoming more understood as it works.

County Councillor Nicholson updated us on the Rural Enterprise – finding out what businesses run in the area, as 40% are sole traders under the VAT threshold – so understanding their needs is ongoing.  All to publish workshop and networking event on 24th October at lunchtime at Weddon Cross, for all local business, any size and sector.

13. Any Other Business – All future meetings to start at 6.30pm (AM at 6.00pm)
14. Suggested Items for next meeting – co-opting of new councillor.
15. Dates of next meetings;  
Thursday 6th February 2020  6.30 pm start
Thursday 14th May 2020   AM 6.00 pm start

Thursday 2nd July 2020  

Thursday 15th October 2020
The meeting finished at 9.30 pm.
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