Upton Parish Council
Minutes of Meeting at Upton Village Hall at 7.30 pm

Thursday 25th October 2018
Present Councillor Fran A’Brook (in the chair), Councillor Howard Shaw, Councillor Cathryn Heywood, Councillor Karen Telling, Councillor Innes Davis, County Councillor Frances Nicholson and Parish Clerk Phoebe Purvis.
Visitors to the Council  - none.
1. Apologies Councillor Mel Reeves, Councillor Chris Govier and District Councillor Keith Turner.

2. Declarations of Interest – none.
3. Minutes of the meeting held on 5th July were signed as approved by Chairman.

4. Planning Matters that have arisen since last meeting 
Ongoing breach enforcement for removal of old original entrance to the barn/feed store at Lowtrow Cross, as it remains after new entrance has been granted retrospective planning permission.

Land at Surridge Farm – Planning has been agreed for installation of a 35m telecommunications mast accommodating three antennas, two microwave dishes, pole mounted satellite dish, ancillary equipment cabinets and cabling, within a fenced compound, together with a 3m access track.  
Application for a new tennis court at Bittescombe Manor.

5. Highways / Winter Gritting

The precautionary gritting network are roads treated to help prevent ice forming when temperatures are predicted to drop below one degree centigrade.  This year 17% of roads are included, compared with 21% last year.  The only reduction near to Upton is the route from Clatworthy to Wiveliscombe.

Provision of roadsite grit – this will be discussed and confirmed at a meeting – 28th October 7pm Timbercombe Village Hall.
The Upton grit bins fill with rainwater when the lids are not left closed, this causes the grit to freeze and then cannot be used.  Action from clerk to find out from Highways how other parishes deal with this.  It could be that dumpy bags are more practical.

6. Water Repairs 
Work ongoing, possibly until 23rd November.  The new mains has been installed as far as Fleetings, with the smaller pipe still to be installed.  Unfortunately the trench digging has disturbed some of the daffodils planted last year.  The traffic lights have at times been stuck on red, causing confusion.
7. Hinkley Point
No news.
8. Broadband

Gigaclear have issued apologies for running late with their planned projects, date for Upton fibre installation TBC.
9. Village Hall
Councillor Karen Telling is the secretary for the village hall committee.

The council agreed to share half the cost for a new notice board near the village hall – this would be a better location to display information.  It should also be unlocked – so that people can easily display notices for upcoming events.  Village Hall committee are making enquires for new sign.

Holly Craft Fayre on Saturday 24th November.

10. Finances
The external audit has been completed by PKF Littlejohn LLP Accountants and the notices issued for requests for the accounts to be viewed.

S016 Form and cheques signed.
· £240
  PKF Littlejohn LLP Accountants – External audit. 

· £60
  Janet Beattie – Daffodils for planting in village.

· £22.80
  Angela Brownbill – 3 x 100 Narcissus Rockery Bulbs.

· £165
  Clerk’s Salary – 1st October – 31st December 2018

· £30
  Clerk’s costs: 5th July – 25th October 2018

The precept for 2019/20 was discussed and agreed that it would remain as previous years at £2043.  There are a number of costs budgeted for that have not been spent, such as the lengthsman scheme and maintenance on the parish land, however there are an increasing number of costs such as SIDS, accounting fees, replacement parts for AED and next year there will be election costs.
11. Library Services
The mobile service to Upton will be stopped, as there are fewer than three regular users – it is more effective for books to be brought out to individuals rather than the bus operating a scheduled stop.  Anyone requiring help to access books can contact Minehead library.

The County Council consultation on libraries is proposing that Dulverton, Minehead, Wiliton and Taunton libraries continue operating as currently but that Watchet and Wiveliscombe libraries need support of the local community to continue.  Final decision to be made 5th November - to be implemented in January.  Porlock library is now running supported by the community but still on the county library network, it is hoped this can be arranged for Watchet and Wiveliscombe.

12. Repainting of Fingerpost signs
Volunteers plan to repaint 3 fingerposts over half term.  

Action for clerk to find out when the 3 fingerposts to be refurbished by Exmoor Welding will be completed and to confirm if the grant will cover all the cost.

The Fingerpost project is drawing to a close with a celebration meeting 22nd November in Porlock.

13. Update From District Councillor

County Councillor Nicholson reported that the electral review of Somerset West and Taunton has made its final recommendations.  Upton will now be part of the Wiveliscombe & District Ward, which will have two councillors.  These new electoral arrangements will come into force at the local elections in May 2019.  An interactive map is on https://consultation.lgbce.org.uk/.
There are massive cuts being made to children’s services and other social needs.  This is ongoing concern for people in rural areas where there are limited support services.  It may be that a Unitary Council Authority would help to reduce costs and this is likely area of ongoing discussions in the next year.

14. AOB – The Village hall committee thinking of holding an Open Gardens event in Upton.
15. Suggested Items for next meeting – None.   
16. Dates of next meetings;  
Thursday 7th February 2019

Thursday 9th May 2019   AM 7.00 pm start

Thursday 4th July 2019  

Thursday 17th October 2019

The meeting finished at 8.40 pm.
Upton Parish Council Meeting Minutes 

25th October 2018

www.hugofox.com/community/upton-parish-council-7928




Page 1 of 2

