Upton Parish Council
Minutes of Meeting at Upton Village Hall at 7.00 pm

Thursday 7th July 2016
Present
Councillor Howard Shaw (in the chair), Councillor Fran A’Brook, Councillor Mel Reeves, Councillor Neil Williams, Councillor Cathryn Heywood, County Councillor Frances Nicolson and Parish Clerk Phoebe Purvis.
 Visitors to the Council  - three members of the public.
1. Apologies Councillor Chris Govier
2. Declarations of Interest – none.
3. Minutes of the meeting held on 21st April were signed as approved by Chairman.

4. Maintenance of Trees on Parish Land
This will be discussed again at the next meeting in October, following the nesting season, any necessary tree maintenance will be carried out in the autumn/winter months.   
5. Planning Matters that have arisen since last meeting 
No new applications.  

Action for Clerk to check if new entrance for the Bittescombe Manor stable block was on the original planning application.  Does it have highways approval?
6. Village Hall Report
The storage room extension has now finished construction – to be decorated.

Village Events – Fete & Dog Show – 31st July, Car Boot Sale – 28th August, Panto – February 2017.

We requested whether 5 ‘really useful crates’ of documents could be stored in the attic of the storage room.  Action for Councillor Williams.

Action for Clerk to find out rules of retention times for documents (SALC) and to go through the documents before they are put into long term storage.

7. Broadband

Phase 1 - Airband are working to provide 90% of premises (1430 properties) in Exmoor with superfast broadband by the end of December 2016.  This will be provided by 67 masts – line of sight in a ring around Exmoor.  Airband have been appointed to provide a network which will be open to any company that wishes to use the infrastructure to offer an internet service.  Airband themselves will offer a retail service but have not yet launched price packages.  This is different to their existing products, which were developed privately.  As this project has been funded publicly – it is hoped the package price to end users will reflect this.  Prices are expected to be broadly similar to mainstream fibre packages (no line rental required for the wireless system).  Airband like all other telecommunication providers are OfCom regulated.  
Phase 2 is to provide 95% premises with superfast broadband by the end of 2017.

Phase 3 is to provide up to 100% coverage by 2020 – this is currently unfunded.

Action for Clerk to write to Connecting Devon and Somerset to stress our need for superfast broadband.

8. Finances
S016 Form and cheques were signed.

·   £25
Internal Audit – Andrew Smith

· £165
Clerk’s Salary 1st July – 30th Sept 2016 

·   £39.27
Clerk’s costs: 22nd April – 7th July 2016

We’re still waiting for the return of the year end report from the external auditors.

The internal audit identified that we should have an asset register where the Parish Land is listed.  Action for Councillor Heywood to get a valuation of the Parish Land and for Clerk to do asset register and upload to website.

9. New Councillor

Councillor North has resigned after very many years service, which we thank her for.  The vacancy has been advertised on the village notice board and on the website.  A new councillor to be co-opted at next meeting (assuming an election is not required).  We have had two volunteers, so another councillor could choose to step down if they so desire.

10. Mobile Infrastructure Project – Harlequin Mast
If Western Power or EE, (for the Emergency Services Infrastructure), decide to erect a mast for their own (private) use, it would be a condition placed upon them by Exmoor National Park, as landowners, that at least one of the mobile operators be permitted to use the mast for public mobile use.  DCMS may also come up with further initiatives for rural mobile coverage in the future too.  We await further news, as there is a real need for improved communications.  
11. Ironman Event 
Action for clerk to contact organisers and request signs from the cycle route are removed, these have been nailed onto telegraph poles and require tools to remove.

Action  for Clerk to contact Somerset (Karen Harwood) regarding not giving permission in future years to close the public roads, in the early years this event was run without road closures.  
Action for Clerk to contact Jo Scott to see if we can co-ordinate with Brompton Regis.
12. Highway Maintenance
A blocked drain has caused damage on the road from Sperry Cross to Cockles Coombe – water has been running on the road and has damaged the surface.  Action: Councillor Reeves – speak to Highways to unblock drain and repair the road surface.

There is also a hole in the road at Leeford Farm – which has been covered over with a metal plate.  Action: Councillor Reeves – to inspect and bring up with Highways.

13. Suggested Items for next meeting – Co-opting of new councillor, replacement Clerk if needed.
14. Dates of next meetings;  
Thursday 13th October 2016  

Thursday 2nd February 2017

Thursday 27th April 2017   

Thursday 6th July 2017  AGM 7.00 Start

The meeting finished at 7.55 pm.
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