Parish Council Meeting 19th January 2026
Present:  Councillor Fran A’Brook, Councillor Innes Davis, Councillor David Williams, Councillor Karen Telling, Councillor Libby Warden, Coucillor Howard Shaw, Somerset Councillor Frances Nicholson

1 Apologies for absence
Received from Val Thompstone

2 Declarations of interst
None
3 Minutes of the last meeting
Were approved but not signed as we didn’t have a copy
       
4 Planning
An application had been received for the reduction of a tree in the butterfly area opposite the church  The tree is dangerous and needs reducing in height.
The situation at St James continues although the planners don’t think there is a need for planning. 
5 Highways
Kate Brown has been in touch with Councillor Davis with regard to the lack of road markings, which is particularly bad at the Castle Cottage end of Upton.  They are going to do a drive through to see what can be done.
The situation with regard to the SID is ongoing.  Two visits had been made and two sites identified and Councillor Davis reported that there is someone who is willing to do the training.  However, there is currently no money spare in the Police budget.  It was decided that Councillor Davis would apply again in April in the hope there maybe some money available in the forthcoming year.
Several residents of the Upton community attended the meeting and a long discussion ensued with regard to the speeding along the main road.  Several people commented on incidents they had witnessed.  Councillor Davis said that it is imported for as much anecdotal evidence as possible to be gathered in the ongoing pursuit of reducing the limit to 30 mph, although this was turned down last time we applied.
It was discussed again about the 60 mph limit that continues from The Bittiscombe Inn round the bends into the village,  The question was asked that where there are road signs warning of pedestrians should there ne a 60mph limit?  The idea of using wheelie bins for non-highway signs i.e. twenty is plenty, was also discussed.  
One resident commented on an incident of drivers not respecting horse riders on the road.  
Councillor Williams commented about Upton Coaches, being a business and having employees  and how dangerous it is on that bend for coaches having to reverse into their premises.
Somerset Councillor Nicholson reported that the Police and Crime Commissioner will be at the next LCN meeting in the summer which is an open meeting and comments are welcomed.
 A community speed watch was discussed and Councillor Davis took names of those who are interested in being involved.  
Councillor Warden asked if there was any appetite from the community for a speedwatch  who could put more pressure on the council and highlight the issues and suggested a Facebook group and perhaps a walk down the road, notifying the local press? It was agreed that the Police are the first port of call for information and Councillor Davis would look into it and would also get something into the local magazine.
6 Village Hall
Councillor Telling reported that the New Year lunch had been well attended  and Tai Chi and coffee mornings continue in the hall.
7 Digital Changeover
Somerset Councillor Nicholson reported that she had had an email from Ryal Chamberlain from Street Works about forthcoming work on the B3910 with regard to the digital changeover by Open Reach.  She commented that in other areas a meeting had been arranged between Street Works/Open Reach and parish councils to talk about the best way for road closures and signage to take place.  It is hoped this is what will happen before any road closures occur.  It would also be useful for one person to the point of contact.
8 Updates from Somerset Councillor
Councillor Nicholson reported that there is to be a new presentation about dogs and public spaces, including the possibility of banning of dogs from church yards although she doesn’t think this is something that is applicable in Upton.
Councillor Nicholson also asked if Upton Parish Council would be happy for a food bank notice to be placed on our notice board and it was agreed that this would be a good idea.
9 AOB
There was no other business
      10	        Date of next meeting is 12th May at 6.00 pm which includes the AGM.

 


