Upton Parish Council
Minutes of Meeting at Upton Village Hall at 7.30 pm

Thursday 11th July 2019
Present Councillor Fran A’Brook (in the Chair), Councillor Howard Shaw, Councillor Karen Telling, Councillor Innes Davis, Councillor David Williams, District Councillor Mark Blaker, District Councillor Dave Mansell, and Parish Clerk Phoebe Purvis.  (co-opted later in the meeting).
Visitors to the Council  - none.
1. Apologies  County Councillor Frances Nicholson
2. Declarations of Interest – none.
3. Minutes of the meeting held on 9th May were corrected and signed as approved by Chairman.

4. New Councillors -  There are currently two vacancies for councillor.  Action for Clerk & Councillor A’Brook to see if previous councillors wish to serve again.
5. Planning Matters that have arisen since last meeting 
· Rainsbury House – application for storage barn behind wall for holiday lets equipment.

· Rainsbury Farm – Application for hardstanding for functional use.

· Venne Farm – Application to change windows on approved plans, also for changing the flue.
· Bittescombe Hill Farm – Application to increase ridge height on farmhouse in order to comply with buildings regulations.

· Beechcroft Field – Action for Clerk to find out status of enforcement.  Previous minutes - Agricultural Building, access track and hardstanding, the Public Right of Way has been shown by the applicant to be on the East rather than West side of the site, apparently having been changed without permission or due process. UPC are also seeking assurances from Somerset Highways that the junction between the new site access track and the B3190 is constructed to Highway specifications, and consent obtained. In addition, that drainage on the site, including discharges from the site, have been appropriately designed and approved, and will be adequate to prevent flooding safety issues on the B3190 and damage to neighbouring properties.
6. Highways / Winter Gritting

Long grass on Verges – blocks visability and can make emerging from junctions dangerous – eg turning right across onto main road from Wimbleball.  District councillors informed that we should report any such concerns online – where highways also have a maintenance schedule for cutting with map.  Action for Councillor Davies to report verges on Bury single track road making visibility poor, more an issue now with holiday traffic travelling at higher speeds.
Trees along main road are becoming increasingly overgrown and more overhanging on the carriageway.  Large high sided vehicles are knocking branches into the road which is hazardous to driving and cycling – or branches are left broken in the tree – which risks the branch falling down onto traffic later.  Councillor Davis to report general issue to Highways, action for all to report specific trees to highways – location & picture would be useful.

Cars following GPS route down single track road to Wimbleball Lake rather than following the main road.  Councillor Davis to talk to Highways and SW Lakes – to find out if signage can be made clearer to direct traffic on the main road and whether we can have a new sign making it clear that the road is unsuitable for general traffic to the lake.  Some vehicles have trailers, etc and travel at speed on the road, not appreciating how narrow the road is or how few passing places there are.  
District councillor Nicholson updated by email that the salting routes are back where they were before, as are the bins and bags.  The Highway Wardens meeting for all parishes on the Dulverton and Exmoor Division on 3 September is where all arrangements can be finally checked. 
7. Village Hall

Notice board to be moved from existing location and installed freestanding by village hall entrance – still ongoing.

Village fete planned for 24th August.
Craft and coffee morning have been successful.

8. Finances
Audit is ongoing with the external auditor.
S016 Form and cheques signed.
· £10
  Village Hall Hire – AED Training.
· £165
  Clerk’s Salary – 1st July – 30th September 2019
· £38.76
  Clerk’s costs: 9th May – 10th July 2019

9. School Transport age 16-18
Dulverton school changed a few years ago from a middle to a junior school, at this time the catchement areas were reviewed and they changed from Minehead school to Kingsmead School in Wiveliscombe.  Minehead school does up to A Level – so there was a school bus to take children upto the age of 16 in place and when children stayed on to do A Levels, they could pay for a place on this bus.  However Kingsmead school stops at age 16, so the issue of transport for education until the age of 18 is now a new issue for us and we are not sure how the gap can be bridged (as the previous school routes to Minehead are no longer running).  On asking around how previous people have dealt with this, we find many children are not continuing with education after age 16, or rely on parents for lifts or have other arrangements such as staying with relatives who live in towns.  Action for Clerk to find out more information and contact Richard Huish college directly.

10. Mobile Mast
The Mast has now been erected, but we believe there will not be a public signal provided.  The mobile signal is so weak in Upton, it does not support phonecalls.  This is a grey area, as the village is shown as having a mobile signal on network providers maps.   Action for Clerk to find EE contact for public signal transmitter to be installed on new mast.

11. Broadband

Gigaclear - still no news on Upton installation date.

12. Updates From District and County Councillors
District councillors Blaker and Mansell updated us on the new structure and running of the new combined Somerset West and Taunton Council – there is a keen entrepreneurial spirt to find more straightforward ways of working.  All services continue running throughout the changes.  Cost savings are to be made through automation of forms and dealing with the council via the web-site – however many of these new forms are yet to be implemented.  Everyone is encouraged to open an on-line account to communicate with the council functions.  Existing projects from the old Taunton Deane Council are still running, which means there hasn’t yet been a full West Somerset and Taunton combined focus, but this is expected to come as new items move onto the agenda.  The current focus is on the re-development of the riverside in the town centre, fire-pool and coal orchard areas. A new access road is to be built first.

Recycling waste was discussed, as there is a growing awareness of how this is processed.  We were assured that Somerset is a high quality recycler – as waste is presented pre-sorted at the kerb side and collected in vehicles that separate waste types.  By March 2020 new types of packaging including tetrapacs will be added to the kerb side collection system, with an additional crate.  New vehicles are needed for this new waste collection – so the roll out to all households will take about two years.  Once rolled out, the reduction in grey bin material means it will then be collected on a three weekly cycle.  Reducing grey bin collections encourages people to sort out rubbish for the weekly food and recycling collections.
Our food collections are taken to an anaerobic digester plant in Bridgewater that breaks down the food waste to produce biogas which is then used to generate electricity.  There are plans to replace this facility with one that collects the biogas to be used directly.

County Councillor Nicholson updated us via email.  For the National Park is a consultation ongoing about the Parish and Consultative Forum. Officers are keen to reduce the number of meetings and to hold them in the daytime.

Also there is a consultation on the guidance for rural workers dwellings in the Park.  The closing date is at the end of the month.  https://www.exmoor-nationalpark.gov.uk/planning/planning-policy/rural-worker-and-succession-farm-dwelling-guidance-consultation.  It sets out how it is intended that the relevant policies will be implemented.  In particular the financial section which requires that only farm income can be considered when taking a view on financial sustainability and no account can be taken of income from any farm diversification. However most if not all farms on Exmoor have for many years continued to be sustainable only because they have diversified.

 
13. Any Other Business – AED training ran successfully at the village hall on 27th June.
14. Suggested Items for next meeting – completion of forms for councillors & co-opting of new councillors.
15. Dates of next meetings;  
Thursday 10th October 2019

Thursday 6th February 2020

Thursday 14th May 2020   AM 7.00 pm start

Thursday 2nd July 2020  

The meeting finished at 8.50 pm.
Upton Parish Council Meeting Minutes 

11th July 2019

www.hugofox.com/community/upton-parish-council-7928




Page 1 of 3

