Upton Parish Council
Minutes of Meeting at Upton Village Hall at 7.30 pm

Thursday 7th February 2019
Present Councillor Howard Shaw, Councillor Cathryn Heywood, Councillor Karen Telling, Councillor Innes Davis, County Councillor Frances Nicholson and Parish Clerk Phoebe Purvis.
Visitors to the Council  - none.
1. Apologies  Councillor Fran A’Brook , Councillor Mel Reeves, Councillor Chris Govier and District                      Councillor Keith Turner.

2. Declarations of Interest – none.
3. Planning Matters that have arisen since last meeting 
Proposed Barn on Field – we held planning meeting and submitted comments.

Gate by barn on main road – the old entrance has now been removed and the bank reinstated.

Proposed mast on Surridge Farm, Haddon hill – no news as yet of any installation plans.

Planning proposal for change of use of Bittescombe Farm – Action for Clerk to book meeting with applicants and public to understand proposed development and use.

4. Highways / Winter Gritting

Overall driving conditions in Upton were good during the recent snow.  The informal agreement for the tractor plough kept the main road reasonably clear.

The gritter has been seen going past but not spreading grit – Action for Clerk to find out what status is.

Ice on road at Haddon Hill and going down into Bury can make driving up hill impossible – Action for clerk to see if any rota can be arranged locally to help this remain passable.

Tourists following GPS down single track road to Wimbleball are often driving dangerously – as they do not understand the single track road has many blind corners and few passing places.  Action for Clerk to ask Wimbleball Lake if they can fund and install sign that says this route is not suitable for Wimbleball lake access and increase signage to show correct route is via the main road.  Action for clerk to see if the road can be taken off GPS route finders.
The grit bin on main road by Hansetown Lane needs refilling – action for clerk to request.

Some of the drains were missed by the drain cleaner.

5. Water Repairs 
Work has now been completed.  The leat in Hanestown Lane has been damaged and they have assured us they will be back to repair it.

6. Hinkley Point
No news.
7. Broadband

Gigaclear have issued apologies for running late with their planned projects, date for Upton fibre installation TBC.  County Councillor Nicholson assured us this was being dealt with at county level – as they are a government approved installer and should be capable of delivering promised projects.
8. Village Hall
Quotes and research ongoing for new shared notice board.    Identify location by the road and find out if consent is needed from Highways.  Can the existing notice board be modified to be freestanding?  David Williams for quote to modify.

Seed swap on 17th February and Jewellery Craft on 21st February.

9. Finances
S016 Form and cheque signed.
· £165
  Clerk’s Salary – 1st January – 31st March 2019
· £43.96
  Clerk’s costs: 26th October – 7th February 2019
10. Wivey Library 
They have issued a 7 year financial plan – the library costs approx £27K per year to run, £1500 of this to be contributions from parishes.  A yearly contribution of £100 per year for 5 years has been requested from Upton.  Action for clerk to ask in parish magazine if people from Upton use the Wivey library and want to contribute to its running.

11. Repainting of Fingerpost signs
Work is still ongoing by Exmoor Welding.  We will need to check the work is completed to our satisfaction – as the fingerpost project is now no longer running.

12. Set Date for AED Refresher training

Action for clerk to set up training dates in May – early evening, during the week – 2 seasons 6pm and 7pm and to advertise to get as many as possible trained.

13. Update From District Councillor

County Councillor Nicholson updated us on the budgets.

14. AOB – None.
15. Suggested Items for next meeting – As this is a local election year – all councillors will have to step down and then fill in paperwork to be re-instated – we may need to have a smaller meeting, as the deadline for this is likely to be before next meeting.   
16. Dates of next meetings;  
Thursday 9th May 2019   AM 7.00 pm start

Thursday 4th July 2019  

Thursday 10th October 2019

Thursday 6th February 2020

The meeting finished at 8.20 pm.
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