Upton Parish Council
Minutes of Meeting at Upton Village Hall at 6.30 pm

Thursday 10th December 2020
Present Councillor Fran A’Brook (in the Chair), Councillor Howard Shaw, Councillor Karen Telling, Councillor Libby Warden, Councillor David Williams, Councillor Val Thompstone and Parish Clerk Phoebe Purvis. 
Visitors to the Council  - None.
1. Apologies  Councillor Innes Davis, District Councillor Dave Mansell and County Councillor Frances Nicholson.
2. Declarations of Interest – none.
3. Minutes of the meeting held on 17th September 2020 were approved and signed by by Chairman.

4. New Councillor

Councillor Val Thompstone was welcomed to the council and she has completed the paperwork.

5. Local Covid-19

District Councillor Nicholson sent information regarding local help and food banks.

6. Broad Band – Laying Fibre
Latest update from Technological Ltd. Website
The southern section is now complete, with the bulk of the properties along the northern side are either live or having their drop fibre connections installed this week.

7. Planning Matters that have arisen since last meeting 
A planning application has been received from SWTC for the conversion of a barn from agricultural to residential use at West Withy Farm, Hansetown Road, Upton. The consultation period expires 21st December. Comments from the parish will be returned, once agreed, prior to that date. 

 
8. Highways
Councillors Davis, Telling and Warden have arranged a village taskforce to take action on the speed of traffic through the village.  A speed collection device is currently attached near The Chapel, although traffic is currently low volume due to ongoing covid situation.  A police representative will review the data and give some suggestions for signs or landscaping to help highlight the need for caution through the village.  Landscaping ideas include gateway arrangements, painted stone pillars, change of road surface or colour of road surface.  The parish council has funds to contribute towards these, although we are concerned about the ongoing maintenance of these in future.  Councillor Davis has found a document that states that rural communities should not be treated differently for speed limits to urban communities, we have no pavement to walk on or street lighting.  David Wood is helping to liaise with the police.  
The problem with large lorries going over the small bridge (Sperry Cross) is ongoing, with the hedge and trees being knocked over.  At last meeting County councillor Nicholson said she would check the weight limit of the bridge and if signage could be put up to state maximum allowable vehicle size.  Likewise there is a similar issue with large vehicles taking shortcut over small bridge on Henstown Road, action for Councillor Davis to find out if signage can be put up to stop large vehicles using this as a route to Wimbleball Lake.
9. Village Hall
Waiting for lifting of restrictions to increase use.  
10. Finances
S016 Form and cheques to be signed.
·    £10
  Upton Village Hall

·    £165
  Clerk’s Salary – 1st January – 31st March 2021
·    £37.80
  Clerk’s costs: 18th September – 9th December 2020

11. Parish Land

​​​The Taylor Family have decided to surrender their half of the lease on the Parish Land. UPC discussed possible options to be considered for the future of the land and will approach the remaining tenant to decide a way forward agreeable to them.  A site visit will be arranged shortly to inspect the land and its boundaries to determine any appropriate actions required by both landlord and the tenant vacating the property. The land will then be independently valued, (by at least two agents), prior to any future sale/lease agreements.
12. Any Other Business – None.
13. Suggested Items for next meeting – None.
14. Dates of next meetings;  
Thursday 4th March 2021
Thursday 20th May 2021  AGM 6.00 Start

Thursday 23rd September 2021
Thursday 2nd December 2021
The meeting finished at 7.30 pm.
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