Upton Parish Council
Minutes of Meeting at Upton Village Hall at 7.30 pm

Thursday 9th November 2017
Present Councillor Fran A’Brook (in the chair), Councillor Howard Shaw, Councillor Cathryn Heywood, Councillor Mel Reeves, Councillor Libby Warden, Councillor Chris Govier, District Councillor Keith Turner, County Councillor Frances Nicholson and Parish Clerk Phoebe Purvis.
 Visitors to the Council  - none.
1. Apologies Councillor Neil Williams.
2. Declarations of Interest – none.
3. Minutes of the meeting held on 6th July were signed as approved by Chairman.

4. Planning Matters that have arisen since last meeting 
A new, second entrance to the Barn/Feed Store at Lowtrow Cross, Upton, has been constructed giving direct access to the highway.  This access was not indicated on the original, consented planning application.  WSDC Enforcement Officers have written to the owner and ask that, within the next 28 days, he either removes the new gate and reinstates the hedge, or he submits a retrospective planning application for the new access, which would have to be modified to comply with SCC Highways specifications.  The old, original, access would have to be blocked up.  This is still ongoing and awaiting enforcement action from WSDC, and a response from the applicant, which is now overdue.
A request was made to the Parish Council to comment on the permitted use for dwelling accommodation at Rainsbury Farm.  The Parish Council will comment on an application once the applicant, or their agent, have informed the Parish Council about the agreed method of submission to the planning authority, and the contents of the application have been formally issued, or made available, to Exmoor Park Planning Authority, and the Parish Council.

5. Hinkley Point
There are now 8100 workers on each of 3 shifts, so there is a massive need for housing locally.  Butlins are no longer housing any of their staff on site, previous staff accommodation is being refurbished for holiday accommodation, this is putting further demand on housing.

A proposal is being made to double the size of the building to store spent nuclear fuel, so that nuclear waste will be transported to Hinkley from other locations.  This is a change to the original proposal – which was only to store waste generated at Hinkley.

6. Defibrillator
Actions for Clerk to get AED location added to NHS directory and to take pictures of AED location for website.
7. Broadband

Some other local parishes are looking a bespoke solutions, however Upton to awaing fibre to premise from Gigaclear (www.gigaclear.com), latest 2020.

8. Village Hall Report
None.

9. Finances
The external audit has been completed with Grant Thornton.
The precept was discussed for the next year and set at £2046, the same as in previous years.  We have additional funds as we haven’t started the lengthsman scheme, but we do have funds to pay for any maintenance tasks that are needed and to cover any election costs.

S016 Form and cheques signed.
·  £140
  Village Hall – Racking and meetings for next year
·  £165
  Clerk’s Salary – 1st Oct – 31st December 2017

·  £34.73
  Clerk’s costs: 6th July – 18th October 2017
10. Electricity Safety Maintenance of Parish Land Trees

Western Power Distribution will cut 2.5m clearance around the power lines and stack the branches neatly onsite.

11. Brendon Group Meeting

Kristy Hirons is our new village agent (07931 017889, kirsty@somersetrcc.org.uk) and is our contact for anyone in the parish to ask for help advice.  Kirsty is particularly keen to meet older people who may find it difficult and isolated living in a rural community and who may not know of the help that is available for them.

Next Brendon Group Meeting is on Monday 5th February, 7.30 at Raleigh’s Cross Inn.

12. Salt Bins
Salt bins and dumpy bags will no longer be automatically re-filled.  It is now our responsibility to check the level of the salt and to email countyroads-westsom@somerset.gov.uk when these need refilling.  Action for all councillors to keep a check on the salt levels at locations close to them.

13. Library Bus
We have been informed that the library bus will no longer be stopping at Upton and we have had requests from two people that they would use the library bus on a regular basis if it stopped in Upton.  County councillor Frances Nicholson to find out the status of the library bus, as funding is very limited.  It could be that a request service is more efficient.

14. Updates From District and County Councillors
District councillor Keith Turner reported that he will now be involved in the planning committee for applications in Exmoor National Park.

15. AOB
None
16. Suggested Items for next meeting – None.
17. Dates of next meetings;  
Thursday 8th February 2018

Thursday 26th April 2018   AGM
Thursday 5th July 2018  

Thursday 18th October 2018  
The meeting finished at 8.35 pm.
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