Upton Parish Council
Minutes of Meeting at Upton Village Hall at 7.30 pm

Thursday 15th October 2015
Present
Councillor Howard Shaw (in the chair), Councillor Fran A’Brook, Councillor Mel Reeves, Councillor Chris Govier, Councillor Neil Williams, Councillor Cathryn Heywood, District Councillor Keith Turner and Parish Clerk Phoebe Purvis.
 Visitors to the Council   None.
1. Apologies Councillor Jane North 
2. Declarations of Interest - Councillor Mel Reeves for Parish land.
3. Minutes of the meeting held on 23rd April 2015 were signed as approved by Chairman.

4. Parish Land
We have now received the completed Transfer Form.  Action: Clerk to register with Land Registry.
We agreed to re-issue the annual rental tenancy to Reeves and Taylor on 1st January.  Action: Clerk
5. Maintenance of Trees
Letter and email were sent to Upton Coaches and Taylors requesting written information – rough diagram or photo to specify exactly which trees require maintenance and what exactly they are requesting, we haven’t yet received any.  Action : Clerk to offer on site meeting to discuss.
6. Mobile Infrastructure Project – Harlequin Mast
Planning application has been submitted and is currently under review.  We wrote in support of the application in view of the improved communications and we consider it a reasonable proposal for the site, near the main road amongst the tall tress.  Action: Councillor North to find progress for report at next meeting.
7. Planning Matters that have arisen since last meeting 
None.
8. Parish Council Website
www.hugofox.com/community/upton-parish-council-7928
Website has now been set up and website address will now be printed on all Upton Council paperwork.  It was agreed that the summary in the Brendon Beacon magazine is still required.   Action: Councillor Williams to send Clerk any Village Hall information or photos that so that a tab for the village hall is attached and all the information is in one place.

9. Village Hall Report and Village Survey
Councillor Williams updated us on the extension progress, the room is to be finished as a storeroom.  A village wide survey is to be carried out to find out everyone’s needs and opinions on how we can improve the use of community facilities.  Action for all councillors to add in questions the parish council would find useful, such as defining the top priorities and tasks for lengthsman.
District Councillor Keith Turner gave update on changes to non domestic rate relief – Action Councillor Williams to double check how this affects Upton Village Hall.

10. Finances
S016 Form and cheque were signed.

·   £165
Clerk’s Salary 1st October– 31st December 2015 

·   £61.67
Clerk’s costs: 9h July – 14th October 2015    

10.1 
2016-17 Budget and Precept
The budget and finances were reviewed and it was agreed to set the precept at the same level as in the previous years at £2046.
11. Brendon Hill Group Meetings
The last meeting was held on Monday 5th October, 7.30pm at Raleigh’s Cross Inn – councillor Shaw attended and gave details of the Sign Post survey.  We are to give information of all the fingerposts in our parish, with photo and location, for a new county historic signs database.  Five to be indentified within each parish to be refurbished.  Action: Councillor Heywood and Councillor A’Brook very kindly volunteered to take on this task – thank you.  The next Brendon Hill Group meeting is on the first Monday in February – Action Councillor Shaw to attend.
12. Ironman Event (AOB)
The event was held on 28th June 2015, this is the tenth year.  Ongoing action for Clerk and Councillor Shaw to write to SW lakes stating the problems that we face with the event being held here each year.   Action  for Clerk to contact Somerset (Karen Harwood) regarding not giving permission in future years to close the public roads, in the early years this event was run without road closures.  Action for Clerk to contact Jo Scott to see if we can co-ordinate with Brompton Regis.
13. Suggested Items for next meeting – None.
14. Dates of next meetings;  
Thursday 4th February 2016

Thursday 21st April 2016   AGM 7.00 Start

Thursday 7th July 2016  

Thursday 13th October 2016  

The meeting finished at 8.30 pm.
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