Upton Parish Council
Minutes of Meeting at Upton Village Hall at 7.30 pm

Thursday 3rd May 2018
Present Councillor Fran A’Brook (in the chair), Councillor Howard Shaw, Councillor Cathryn Heywood, Councillor Libby Warden, Councillor Chris Govier, District Councillor Keith Turner, County Councillor Frances Nicholson and Parish Clerk Phoebe Purvis.
 Visitors to the Council  - none.
1. Apologies Councillor Mel Reeves.
2. Declarations of Interest – none.
3. Minutes of the meeting held on 8th February were signed as approved by Chairman.

4. Councillor Vacancy

The vacancy for a new councillor has been advertised on the notice board, website and in the parish magazine.  We have had two volunteers, who will be co-opted at the next meeting (Councillor Libby Warden stepping down at that meeting).  At the next meeting we can discuss one of the councillors joining the village hall committee.
5. Planning Matters that have arisen since last meeting 
Previous minutes - A new, second entrance to the Barn/Feed Store at Lowtrow Cross, Upton, has been constructed giving direct access to the highway.  This access was not indicated on the original, consented planning application.  WSDC Enforcement Officers have written to the owner and ask that, within the next 28 days, he either removes the new gate and reinstates the hedge, or he submits a retrospective planning application for the new access, which would have to be modified to comply with SCC Highways specifications.  The old, original, access would have to be blocked up.  This is still ongoing and awaiting enforcement action from WSDC, and a response from the applicant, which is now overdue.  Update – planning permission has now been submitted.  We have sent our comments to planning – that the Highways requirements must be met and the original gateway still needs to be blocked up, as per previous correspondence.

Planning has been submitted for new electronic gates at Cramner, we have no comments on the proposal.

There was some discussion regarding bright lights at night – as there is a requirement for dark skies on Exmoor and Wimbleball lake.  Action for District Councillor Turner to find out if there is any way of enforcing this, if lighting is not mentioned in planning permissions issued.  Action for clerk to mention in parish magazine that use of bright lights at night should be minimised.
Action for Councillor Shaw and Clerk to draft letter regarding digging out verge to use as lay-by / parking.
6. Hinkley Point
District Councillor Keith Turner updated us on progress at Hinkley Point – on-site accommodation has now been constructed for 1500 people outside of the main site.  It is hoped that in future this could have some long term use, such as education.
7. Broadband

Correction to the previous minutes – Airband availability has to be measured  / checked for each property on an individual basis, near neighbours may be unable to receive a signal even if a neighbouring property has a signal.

8. Mobile Coverage
County Councillor Nicholson told us about planning permission for a mobile mast on the RHS of Haddon Hill Main road, this is in Skilgate Parish and we had not been informed by planning.  The application is for an emergency use – the Home Office is making the application.  It is hoped that when erected commercial operators will choose to install their equipment on it.  We requested that this be made a condition of planning if possible, as a mobile signal is so needed by both individuals and businesses in the area.  The proposed mast is 35m in height.  Action for clerk to write to Somerset West Planners.
9. Finances
9.1 Annual Governance Statement 2017/18
The year end report was reviewed and the annual governance statement was approved and signed by the Chair and the Clerk.

9.2 Accounting Statements 2017/18
The accounting statements were approved and signed by the Chair and the Clerk.
It was decided we will make a donation of £150 to the Exmoor Young Voices Forum, they have appointed a co-ordinator and are making good progress.
S016 Form and cheques signed.
· £41.02
  Somerset Association of Local councils 2018/19 Fee. 

· £40
  Village Hall Hire – four next meetings.

· £150
  Donation to Exmoor Young Voices – young persons forum

· £165
  Clerk’s Salary – 1st April – 30th June 2018

· £36.96
  Clerk’s costs: 8th February – 30th April 2018

10. Library Services
Somerset County Council are running a consultation for the future of library services, which is now running until the end of June – full information is available on http://somersetlibraries.co.uk/consultation/ together with links to give comments and feedback.  Both Dulverton and Wiveliscombe libraries are part of this consultation.  For Dulverton option A is that the library is run by community volunteers and option B is that there is no change.  Please give your views while the consultation is running before the decision is made – please write letters also – as this allows for more expressive feedback.
11. Repainting of Fingerpost signs
Action for Councillors A’Brook, Heywood and clerk to find survey of fingerposts that was completed or to write a new list.  A new more detailed survey to be carried out with help from Charlotte Thomas, to identify which are too dangerous to paint by volunteers and get quotes / work arranged.  Those that can be painted by volunteers, to check again if we can find any volunteers, perhaps from neighbouring parishes.
12. Brendon Hill Meeting

The next Brendon Group Meeting is on Thursday 28th June 7.30 at Raleigh’s Cross Inn – Councillor Fran A’Brook and Cathryn Heywood to attend.
13. Termination of SIDs Program

We have been using Speed Indication Devices, on two locations (the straight by the church and on the hill by Castle cottages) on two occasions each year (usually winter and summer) to measure the speed of traffic.  We are particularly concerned about the speed of motorcyclists through the village.  The SIDs program has now been terminated and if we wish to continue we will be paying £100 for each site, each time a SID is installed – they are usually there for a fortnight.  We decided we will continue on the SIDs program and will pay £200 per year for a SID device to measure speed twice a year on the straight by the church – we’ll suggest June and October.
14. Updates From District and County Councillors
District councillor Keith Turner reported that the merge of West Somerset and Taunton Deane councils has now been sanctioned by the Secretary of State and the new name is Somerset West and Taunton.  Everyone in the council is reapplying for positions – there is to be a new structure and a new appointment for the chief executive.  There is expected to be about 20% reduction in staff, it is hoped most will be voluntary redundancies.  The new structure is planned to be finalised in the autumn ready for the next elections in May 2019.  Upton will be in a new larger electoral ward, together with Wiveliscombe.  The Wiliton offices are still being used for meetings.
County councillor Frances Nicholson explained that Somerset is starting to consider becoming a unitary authority – reorganisation of the district and county councils so that there is only one council.  This would take time to be organised, would again need approval from the secretary of State and new wards drawn up.  It is hoped costs would be saved and it would make it easier if there were only one council responsible for all the services.
15. AOB – There have been some break-ins during the night to outbuildings, please could everyone be vigilant and report all incidents to the police.  There is another cycling event on Sunday 24th June and the main road is to be closed again.  There has been some initial news of a proposal for 130 acre solar installation new Tropicaria, Watchet.
16. Suggested Items for next meeting – Village Hall News / committee member.   Find out about grants for traffic calming.
17. Dates of next meetings;  
Thursday 5th July 2018  

Thursday 18th October 2018  
Thursday 7th February 2019

Thursday 2nd May 2018   AGM 7.00 pm start

The meeting finished at 8.25 pm.
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