Upton Parish Council
Minutes of Meeting at Upton Village Hall at 7.30 pm

Thursday 4th February 2016
Present
Councillor Howard Shaw (in the chair), Councillor Fran A’Brook, Councillor Mel Reeves, Councillor Chris Govier, Councillor Neil Williams, Councillor Cathryn Heywood, County Councillor Frances Nicolson and Parish Clerk Phoebe Purvis.
 Visitors to the Council   Debbie Dennis.
1. Apologies Councillor Jane North, District Councillor Keith Turner
2. Declarations of Interest - Councillor Mel Reeves for Parish land.
3. Minutes of the meeting held on 15th October 2015 were signed as approved by Chairman.

4. Somerset Village Agent
Debbie Dennis introduced herself and her work as our local village agent.  She is keen to find out more about the parish and offers a friendly service, helping people in their homes to access the help and services they need.  Her aim is to get to know people, so that she can be contacted when issues first arise before problems develop.  She has the contacts and knowledge to help people connect with services they need but may not know are available.  Her leaflet to be displayed in the notice board and on the website.

5. Parish Land
Title to parish land has now been registered at Land Registry and documents are on our website, as it is our major asset (comply with transparency code).
We have completed rental agreements and rents for 2016 from Reeves and Taylor.

6. Maintenance of Trees
We feel it wise to check the condition of the trees.  An on site meeting to be arranged for Councillor Govier, Shaw, Reeves and with the Taylors and also Gordon, together with Jeff Webber – in order to assess if any maintenance is required.  Monday, Wednesday or Thursday afternoon would be convenient.  
Action: Councillor Govier to arrange meeting.
7. Lengthsman / Maintenance of Drains
The road between Whitley and The Old Chapel flooded during heavy recent rain.  One home was flooded and another two were in danger.  The drains were blocked and were cleaned  by hand by homeowners during the rain to minimise the problem.  Highways were then informed – who came to clear the drain after the event and reported it was clear.  The clearing of the drains in a preventive, regular manor is an ongoing problem for Upton.  It is too late if there is flooding to clean the drain after the event.  

Action: County Councillor Nichoelson to speak to Highways, as action should be taken if homes are in danger of flooding.
Action: Councillor Reeves – speak to Highways again to stress the need we have in Upton to keep drains clean and that we cannot have reductions in this essential service.

Action: Councillors Govier and Shaw to speak to Jeff Webber regarding drain cleaning as part of the Lengthsman – can we come to an agreement with Jeff to do this? 
8. Mobile Infrastructure Project – Harlequin Mast
Although the project has been stopped, there are a number of other options that are under review, all at the moment very tentative – but we await to see if one of these is viable.  The planning approval has been granted and we hope that one of the parties that has shown an interest in putting up a mast for public use, will start the construction to comply with the planning timescales.  If Western Power or EE, (for the Emergency Services Infrastructure), decide to erect a mast for their own (private) use, it would be a condition placed upon them by Exmoor National Park, as landowners, that at least one of the mobile operators be permitted to use the mast for public mobile use.  DCMS may also come up with further initiatives for rural mobile coverage in the future too.  We await further news, as there is a real need for improved communications.  

9. Planning Matters that have arisen since last meeting 
· New agricultural barn at  Venne Farm, Upton.
We emailed that the PC had no comments to make but Councillor Frances Nicholson will arrange some training for us in planning application review process – we should be fair and consistent in the process we use to review applications and collect comments.  In future the on-site meeting should be advertised so that it may be a public meeting and that at least three councillors should be present.  We have 21 days to respond to planning applications.  There should be at least three councillors to meet on site and the meeting advertised at least a week beforehand on the notice board and on the Website.

Enforcement of planning approvals was also discussed, the Council is taking more care to double check work is carried out as agreed, as in the past there have been some issues – so it will be more carefully monitored by planning.
10. Village Hall Report and Village Survey
Councillor Williams updated us on the extension progress, the room is to insulated – which makes it more practical as a storeroom and could also be used as a small meeting room.  We have a grant of £1000 from Western Power Community Chest to insulate the roof – which will very much help with the heating costs and make the hall more cosy.  The Village Hall AGM is on the 23rd March 7pm.  

Upcoming events – Regular coffee morning, 10.30 3rd Tuesday each month, 14th May Quiz night, Summer Fete moved to last Sunday in July.

11. Finances
For the Audit process we are following the SALC guidelines and staying in the audit process as defined for organisations with income below £25k.

S016 Form and cheque were signed.

·   £165
Clerk’s Salary 1st January – 31st March 2016 

·   £36
Clerk’s costs: 15th October 2015 – 4th February 2016.   

10.1 
2016-17 Budget and Precept

The precept of £2046 was submitted.
12. Brendon Hill Group Meetings
The last meeting was held on Monday 1st February 7.30pm at Raleigh’s Cross Inn – councillor Shaw attended, the main discussions were regarding the Mast – details above and Magna housing gave a presentation.  The building subsidy for affordable housing has very much reduced, so there is unlikely to be any new building in the area.

13. County Historic Sign Post Project
Councillor Heywood and Councillor A’Brook have very kindly walked round the whole parish and taken photos and recorded details of the six fingerposts – will send the photos with forms showing grid reference to the project.  We hope one will be renovated and it also records all of them in the database for future reference.

14. Ironman Event 
Ongoing Actions from previous meeting.  Action for Clerk and Councillor Shaw to write to SW lakes stating the problems that we face with the event being held here each year.   Action  for Clerk to contact Somerset (Karen Harwood) regarding not giving permission in future years to close the public roads, in the early years this event was run without road closures.  Action for Clerk to contact Jo Scott to see if we can co-ordinate with Brompton Regis.
15. Schools Update (AOB)
District Councillor Nicholson updated us – Kingsmead has changed its subscription criteria to include the Dulveton Catchment area.  There will be free transport from area A in addition to free transport to Minehead.  Dulverton Middle School are having an informal consultation to become a junior school – up to year 6, the decision will be made in March.  The governors of the first school have already made the decision to convert to an infant school.  Children attending Dulverton First school have the option of moving to Minehead middle, or Dulverton Juniors and onto Kingsmead.  Exford school has now expanded and has 46 children, they will have free transport to the catchment school or their nearest – which may be Dulverton, Minehead, South Molton or others schools.  Kingsmead is not a nearest school – so they will have to pay for transport if they choose this option.  All three schools remain federated but no longer with a shared head teacher – after the Easter holiday each school will have it own new head teacher.

There have also been concerns over community car schemes and bus passes – we don’t have a formal scheme in Upton.

16. Suggested Items for next meeting – None.
17. Dates of next meetings;  
Thursday 21st April 2016   AGM 7.00 Start

Thursday 7th July 2016  

Thursday 13th October 2016  

Thursday 2nd February 2017

The meeting finished at 8.50 pm.
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