Upton Parish Council
Minutes of Meeting at Upton Village Hall at 6.30 pm

Tuesday 20th September 2022
Present Councillor Fran A’Brook (in the Chair), Councillor Innes Davis, Councillor Val Thompstone, Councillor David Williams, Councillor Karen Telling, Councillor Libby Warden, District Councillor Dave Mansell, County Councillor Frances Nicholson, County Councillor Steven Pugsley and Parish Clerk Phoebe Purvis. 
1. Apologies Councillor Howard Shaw and District Councillor Mark Blaker.

2. Declarations of Interest – none.
3. Minutes of the meeting held on Tuesday 17th May 2022 were approved and signed by Chairman.
4. Parish Land

Trees around electricity line were cut by Western Power, branches left on land.  When they first arrived to carry out survey at beginning of July they reported the access gate had fallen over, not sure when this occurred.  Chris Govier to erect boundary fence between parish land and houses and also to reinstate gate.  Councillor A’Brook to talk to Mel as to whether he wishes to continue renting the land.

5. Planning Matters that have arisen since last meeting   
Application at Caravan Site for static pitches has been granted – with a condition restricting occupation to nine months of the year to prevent permanent residential use – but no mention of landscaping, nor septic tank problems.  Councillor Warden to report septic tank issues to Environmental Health – which is a part of the District Council
Application ongoing for pub extension / refurbishment.
6. Highways
Councillor A’Brook wrote to Highways officially informing them we wish to apply for change of speed limit of  40 mph to be extended at the east end of the main road to the pub.  This has been referred to Traffic department who acknowledge receipt.
Councillor Davies to find out how to request 30 mph limit for the main village and also what grants are available to help fund signs and VARs device.  All councillors agree on installing speed indication devices.  Best to have more than one location for this, so that it is periodically moved, to comply with restrictions on the amount of time it is at one location.

Ongoing with Kate Brown from traffic management – we would like the markings on the road repainted, as they are very faded – the existing slow on the road and adding double white lines in front of the pub on road to make it clearer that it is a junction / car park entrance.

Action for Councillor Davies to make a submission for everything we desire to the LCN (Local Community Network) Highways scheme, which has a devolved budget.  Even if our application is not successful it is useful for us to have a clear document detailing our needs.  Request walkway on verge from pub to village.   We need permission from Highways before putting up new signs.  Sam Murell can help with survey to establish what signs where.  New signs -  1. Hidden Junction   2. Humpback bridge   3. Pedestrians in road    4. Dangerous Junction.
Councillor Davies working with Richard Gay (HW Steward) to get the drains thoroughly cleaned and also to check all signage and do minor repairs.  We need to use the correct forms to request this work.

Action for Councillor Davies to take photo of drain on main road that has been concreted over and send to Councillor Nicholson with location, to find the status of road repair.  There is concern the drain has been covered over accidentally and may cause flooding in the winter.

Action for councillors to do survey – walk & measure the verges to see if there is a suitable place for gateways on each end of the village for entrance gateways.

7. Village Hall

Harvest supper 2nd Oct.  Craft afternoon 4th Oct.  Coffee morning with craft 15th Nov and 14th Dec.

8. Finances
S016 Form and cheques signed.

·  £10
Mr A Smith – Internal Audit

·  £35 
Lifesaver Technology Ltd (AED checks)

·  £42.78
Somerset Association of Local Councils annual Fee

·  £10
Upton Village Hall

·  £165
Clerk’s Salary – 1st July – 30th September 2022

·  £40
Clerk’s costs:  17th May – 20th September 2022

 
9. Wimbleball Lake

Project for path around the lake is halted.  When re-started there will be a proper formal consultation and stakeholders to have full visibility of the responses.  Concerns over installing family friendly cycle track without impinging on other users.  Also possibility of the dam height increasing in future, causing the lake to spread more widely – any path needs to take this into account.  There is currently a change of land ownership along part of the path, needs to be resolved before negotiations commence.

10. Update from District and County Councillors

County Councillor Pugsley showed maps of possible Local Community networks.  Upton needs grouping with similar parishes, so that rural issues are not lost, as may be if we are grouped with urban areas.  There is a reduction to the maximum number of 18 rather than 24.  Some proposals split Upton and Skilgate into different networks, from a local perspective this does not make sense.  An emergency meeting to be held in next few weeks to review proposals and try and find proposal.

District Councillor Mansell to call parish group meeting of Upper Tone and Wellington.  He reminded us of the hardship fund available from District Council.  Also Taunton Town Council due to report on final decision of allocation of local town services – eg allotments, toilets, parks, etc.

County Councillor Nicholson reminded of conference in Yeovil on 4th October, Councillor A’Brook to attend.  Councillors Davies and A’Brook to report back on grit bags to refill ready for the winter.

Constitution of the county council to be set – February deadline – sets how the organisation operates.

11. Replacement Clerk

Action for A’Brook for advert in parish mag and also ask other local clerks if they would be interested in adding Upton to their existing clerk duties.

12. Any Other Business 
Action for A’Brook to add note to parish magazine reminding people that as we are a dark skies area lights should not be left shining on throughout the night.

Discussions about buses -  Wiveliscombe bus timetable has been changed over the summer to be ten minutes later than previously, which makes it difficult for onward connections.  First bus report changes are due to a drop in usage of bus to 70% compared to pre-covid.  Somewhat a circular argument, as bus timetable change means people seek own transport to Taunton to be in earlier.

Action for clerk to check electricity at the pub to the heated cabinet for AED is to be continued and to make enquires re lack of mobile signal.
13. Suggested Items for next meeting – Precept to be set.
14. Dates of next meetings;  
Tuesday 29th November 2022



Tuesday 28th February 2023
Tuesday 16th May 2023  AGM 6.00 Start

Tuesday 12th September 2023

The meeting finished at 7.52 pm.[image: image1.png]
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