Upton Parish Council
Minutes of Meeting at Upton Village Hall at 7.00 pm

Thursday 23rd April  2015
Present
Councillor Jane North (in the chair), Councillor Howard Shaw, Councillor Fran A’Brook, Councillor Mel Reeves, Councillor Chris Govier, Councillor Cathryn Heywood, Councillor Neil Williams, District Councillor Keith Turner and County Councillor Frances Nicholson and Parish Clerk Phoebe Purvis.
 Visitors to the Council   None.
Apologies  None.
Declarations of Interest - None.
Minutes of the meeting held on 5th February 2015 were signed as approved by Chairman.

1. AGM
The AGM will be held in July at with our next PC meeting, after all councillors have completed their nomination papers.

2. Parish Land
The transfer of the land back from WSDC is ongoing – we are waiting for their solicitor to provide some paperwork from land registry.  Clerk to chase.  We are keen to get the transfer completed quickly.
3. Sandbags in case of flooding

We have been offered sandbags in case of flooding from WSDC – but these are to be stored locally.  Householders will have to store them in a dark dry place.  Notice placed in parish magazine, but no response, Clerk to ask specific homes where flooding has historically occurred.


4. Planning Matters that have arisen since last meeting 

· Lady Harriet’s Drive -  Action to arrange visit to double check actual works against documents.
· Bittiscombe Manor: Application received for extensive refurbishment, extension and new build stable block. Extension at the rear of the main house for enclosing the swimming pool and for a new Gym area. Refurbishment of derelict outbuildings into dwellings, and the construction of a new stable block. Following a site visit UPC had no comments. A variation was received to the design of the stable block – to reduce the number of trees being removed and minor detail modifications to the roof design. These were considered to be minor changes – not fundamentally altering the scheme.
· Upton Garage: Application to extend the length of one of the workshop buildings by 4.5m to improve the facilities. UPC has no comment and supports the application.
· Leeford Road, Upton: Prior approval application to convert a barn to a dwelling house was refused by West Somerset District Council on the grounds that it is not permitted development as the barn could not be converted, and in effect it would be a new building.  
5. Lengthsman Scheme

Clerk attended meeting for Brendon Hill Group to set up new scheme.  It was proposed that Jeff Webber could be booked for work at £150 for a days work.  Work would need to be booked in half day blocks.  The scheme could apply for a grant of £3000 for equipment and training.  It was unclear whether this grant could be used to subsidise the work.  Action for all councillors to come to next meeting with list of tasks for the lengthsman.  It is expected that clearing of drains and ditches will be the main issue.  Someone from Upton needs to be the co-ordinator – showing Jeff exactly what needs to be done and monitoring the work.  We need an estimate of how many hours work we require.
6. Emergency Village Contact

We were asked by Somerset Local Authorites’ Civil Contingencies Unit to nominate someone to liase with the community in case of emergency.  When we reviewed the requirements we decided that in a smaller community such as ours, we did not need an official nomination, as many of the needs we are aware of and would respond to as a village.
7. Village Hall Report 

Councillor Williams presented the year end report, which will be sent to all councillors.  The kitchen floor has now been completed and work on the extension is planned for the next month.  There are many new members to the village hall committee and they are working on new exciting fund raising ideas.   Quiz Night booked for Saturday 9 May, starting at 7.30pm.   Village Fete will be held on Sunday 30 August.
8. Mobile Infrastructure Project 

The route for the electric power has now been proposed, it is mainly underground.  The planning application is soon to be submitted.  Overall we believe there is support from local people and groups, as the mobile coverage is very much needed.

9. Ironman Event 

The event will be held on 28th June 2015, this is the tenth year.  Action for Clerk to write to SW lakes stating the problems that we face with the even being held here each year and to ask who grants permission for the event and how many future years it has been granted for.

10. Finances

S016 Form and cheques were signed.

· £165.00   Clerk’s Salary 1st April – 30th June 2015 

· £34.59     Clerk’s costs : 6th February  - 23rd April  2015  

10.1 
Accounting Statements for Year End Return

These were presented and approved by the council and the Annual return was signed by the meeting Chairman.  The year end Bank reconciliation was reviewed.

10.2 Annual Governance statement 


This was reviewed and approved by the council and signed by the meeting chairman on the Annual 
Return.
11. Brendon Hill Group Meetings
The next meeting is on Monday 1st June, 7.30pm at Ralegh’s Cross Inn.  Action to find out if any councillors are available to attend. 
12. Local Schools Update

Transport will now be provided for children in the Dulverton catchment area who choose to attend Kingsmead school.  An Executive board has been appointed to review whether Dulverton Middle school forms an academy with Minehead Middle School or if it forms an Exmoor Academy.  The issue is at what age education is offered up to in Dulverton, as it would be a change if primary age children from Dulverton had to travel to Minehead in future years.
13. Suggested Items for next meeting – None.
14. Dates of next meetings;  

Thursday 9th July 2015     AGM 7.00 Start

Thursday 15th October 2015  

Thursday 4th February 2016

Thursday 21st  April 2016   AGM 7.00 Start

The meeting finished at 8.15 pm.
Upton Parish Council Meeting Minutes
23rd April 2015
Page 3 of 3

