Upton Parish Council
Minutes of Meeting at Upton Village Hall at 6.30 pm

Tuesday 1st March 2022
Present Councillor Fran A’Brook (in the Chair), Councillor Innes Davis, Councillor Val Thompstone, Councillor David Williams, Councillor Howard Shaw, Councillor Karen Telling, Councillor Libby Warden, County Councillor Frances Nicholson and Parish Clerk Phoebe Purvis. 
Visitors to the Council  - Steven Pugsley
1. Apologies District Councillor Dave Mansell and District Councillor Mark Blaker.

2. Declarations of Interest – none.
3. Minutes of the meeting held on Tuesday 30th November 2021 were approved and signed by Chairman.
4. Jubilee Celebrations

Suggestions of a beacon on higher ground and an afternoon tea on Sunday at the village Hall.  All in the village to be invited and costs to be shared with the Village Hall, Parish Council and Church.  If the weather permits in June, an outside event with music is planned, so that all can mingle and chat. 
5. Parish Land
Boundary fence to be erected between PC land and Mel’s garden.  Action for Councillor A’Brook to get quote and also email Mel and ask his intentions for continuing to rent the land.

6. Planning Matters that have arisen since last meeting   
Little Acres, Treborough – Ongoing, has been declined but will be appealed.
7. Highways
Steven Pugsley (chair of Exmoor panel) listened to our concerns regarding the lack of repairs to the main road and also the speed limit of 40 mph being extended to the pub and possibly reduced to 30 mph.  These issues will be brought up at the next panel meeting on 10th March and hopefully some actions / dates regarding the main road repairs.  It is of particular concern that no survey has been carried out of the main road to define what the issue is and the actions needed to repair it.  The main road at this point has a steep gradient, a bend and a junction – not making any repairs for such an extended period of time is an extremely dangerous situation and is not acceptable.  In addition the traffic lights pose a safety risk as cars come off the straight on Haddon Hill at speed.  Steven described the improvements the new pilot scheme will bring – this is documented more fully in the minutes of the Exmoor Panel meetings. 
The Dulverton and Exmoor Division is doing a pilot scheme for highways and we hope the devolution of actions to a lower level will help us see some improvements made in the next few months in the local roads.  The condition of the roads is much worse than it was a couple of years ago, pre covid and this is a real issue of concern in rural areas where we have long journeys to local services.

8. Village Hall

Back in regular use and planning for Jubilee Celebrations and fund raising events.
9. Finances
S016 Form and cheques signed.

·  £10
Upton Village Hall

·  £20
The Exmoor Society
·  £8  
Brendon Beacon Sub
10. Update from District and County Councillors - Report from District councillor Dave Mansell
Email report from District Councillors to be included as Appendix.

 
11. Wimbleball Lake

No news since last meeting.  Awaiting formal consultation, questions should be reviewed with stakeholders before consultation.  No agreed dates.

12. Any Other Business – None.
13. Suggested Items for next meeting – None.
14. Dates of next meetings;  
Please note meetings are on Tuesdays

Tuesday 17th May 2022  AGM 6.00 Start

Tuesday 20th September 2022

Tuesday 29th November 2022

Tuesday 28th February 2023
The meeting finished at 8.10 pm.
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