Upton Parish Council
Minutes of Meeting at Upton Village Hall at 6.30 pm

Thursday 20th May 2021
Present Councillor Fran A’Brook (in the Chair), Councillor Howard Shaw, Councillor Karen Telling, Councillor Libby Warden, Councillor Innes Davis, Councillor Val Thompstone, Councillor David Williams, Dan Barnett (Access & Recreation Manager Exmoor National Park Authority) and Parish Clerk Phoebe Purvis. 
Visitors to the Council  - Four including chair to Brompton Reigis Parish Council.
1. Apologies County Councillor Frances Nicholson, District Councillor Dave Mansell and District Councillor Mark Blaker.
2. Declarations of Interest – none.
3. Minutes of the meeting held on 10th December 2020 and 4th March 2021 were approved and signed by Chairman.
4. Wimbleball Lake

Dan Barnett (Access & Recreation Manager Exmoor National Park Authority) presented family friendly cycle trail feasibility study and outlined proposal to look at possibility of cycle / footpath all around Wimbleball lake – as in some places it is currently difficult to walk near the lake.  The proposed path would be crushed aggregate with drainage maintenance and allowed to grass over, so as to not urbanise the area.  It is proposed to be 1.5m wide with passing places and contouring to follow the natural landscape.   At this stage it is a feasibility study to collect information, as opportunities for funding require detailed plans and confirmation that the project is ready to implement.  Most at the meeting voiced concern and opposition to a cycle path.  Dan asked for proposals of other routes that may be possible sites for easy family cycling.  The ideas are still at a very early stage of formation and Dan assured us there would be wider public consultation if the plans were further developed.  Councillors A’Brook and Shaw will write a letter to make the views of the councillors clear.
5. Parish Land

Councillor A’Brook and Shaw did site visit and are happy the land has been fully vacated.

Letter received from Mel Reeves regarding his intentions.

Action for clerk to arrange three valuations of land, both on open market and valued for uplift if purchased by one of the three adjoining properties (Also valued for uplift if sold as a number of smaller plots to adjoining properties).

6. Broad Band – Laying Fibre
Most of the village has been connected and running well.  Item to be removed from next meeting agenda.

7. Planning Matters that have arisen since last meeting 
The planning application under prior approval/permitted development rights at Sperry Barton for conversion of existing barn to residential accommodation has been approved by the SWTC Planning Department. 
8. Highways
Councillor Davies is continuing to liaise with highways regarding road subsidence both at the bottom of hill by Henstown Lane and by Whitley Cottage, both thought to be due to water drainage under the road.  She has asked for an on site meeting to review the condition of the road and also ask if signage can be improved.  The current road conditions are dangerous, especially for large trucks travelling down hill.

Councillor Davis following up with Highways regarding the heavy lorries that are using the single track lane and bridge.  Weight limit signs are really needed for this bridge and the bridge at Cuckle Coombe.  We would like signs saying it is unsuitable for heavy goods vehicles and also signage stressing that this is not a suitable route for Wimbleball Lake.  Action for clerk to send map with two bridges marked to County Councillor Nicholson to find out the structural weight limits of these two bridges on the narrower lanes.

9. Village Hall
Restrictions on use expected to be lifted from 22nd June.  A village afternoon tea event being planned after the lockdowns. 
10. Finances
10.1 Certificate of Exemption 2020/1

The year end reports were reviewed and the certificate of Exemption was approved and signed by the Chair and the Clerk.
10.2 Annual Governance Statement 2020/1
The annual governance statement was reviewed and approved and signed by the Chair and the Clerk.

10.3 Accounting Statements 2020/1
The accounting statements were approved and signed by the Chair and the Clerk.
S016 Form and cheque to be signed.

·   £20

The Exmoor Society

·   £10
  
Upton Village Hall

·  £220
  
Clerk’s Salary – 1st April – 31st July 2021

·    £47
  
Clerk’s costs: 10th December 2020 – 19th May 2021

·  £173.44

Community First Insurance renewal

11. Update from County Councillor

Divisional Panel meeting on 8th June at Winsford – Councillor A’Brook to attend.

Discussions ongoing n the two options for Unitary Councils and the need for local area networks to ensure structural support is given for services in rural areas.

12. Any Other Business – None.
13. Suggested Items for next meeting – None.
14. Dates of next meetings;  
Thursday 23rd September 2021
Thursday 2nd December 2021
Thursday 3rd March 2022
Thursday 19th May 2022  AGM 6.00 Start

The meeting finished at 8.00 pm.
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