Upton Parish Council
Minutes of Meeting at Upton Village Hall at 6.30 pm

Thursday 23rd September 2021
Present Councillor Fran A’Brook (in the Chair), Councillor Karen Telling, Councillor Innes Davis, Councillor Val Thompstone, Councillor David Williams, County Councillor Frances Nicholson, District Councillor Mark Blaker and Parish Clerk Phoebe Purvis. 
Visitors to the Council  - None.
1. Apologies Councillor Howard Shaw, Councillor Libby Warden and District Councillor Dave Mansell.

2. Declarations of Interest – none.
3. Minutes of the meeting held on 20th May 2021 were approved and signed by Chairman.
4. Parish Land

We have received three valuations of the land for reference (1.2 acres).  It was decided most prudent to keep the land in case of future need by the parish either to use the land directly or to fund a specific need at that time.  County Councillor Frances Nicholson said it was important that we find out and follow the due process in the event of selling the land, as it is important procedure is followed and we take necessary actions to show that we secure the correct price, as this is publicly owned land.  Advice should be sort from SALC.  The land is currently not being let to anyone.
5. Planning Matters that have arisen since last meeting 
Mr & Mrs Taylor – Land at Leeford Road – Agricultural Storage Building:  Permission granted – 20/09/21

Hope Cottage – Extension: Permission granted – 20/09/21

Whitley – Agricultural Building: Application withdrawn by applicant – 06/09/21

Little Acres, Treborough – Still Under Consideration – no decision yet.
6. Highways
The temporary traffic lights on the main road were erected on 15th June.  The road has subsidenced causing a dangerous dip in the road which is a hazard to traffic, especially loaded trucks and motorbikes.  The repairs are not scheduled until December.  The PC agreed this was too long a delay – the traffic lights are in themselves dangerous.  There is insufficient warning to high speed traffic coming down from Haddon Hill  of a queue of stationary cars.   As joining traffic is not included in the lights there are issues with loaded trucks pulling out of the side road.  Repairs in December are likely to be difficult due to low temperatures and surface water on the road.  County Councillor Frances Nicholsen to find out what the delay is in carrying out the repair.  We need information on any surveys carried out to understand the condition of the road, what has caused the subsidence and what actions are needed to repair it.  This part of the road continues to be a hazard each year with the freezing surface water that runs on the road.  
Overhanging trees are a problem to high sided vehicles, all the way through Upton on the main road and also the older trees along the fast main road on the top towards Haddon Hill Car park – here any wind brings down large branches onto the Highway.  Action for Councillor Davies to inform County Council Highways of specific areas where the trees need maintenance – along with the name and contact details of the landowner.  All councillors are asked to send Councillor Davies locations, pictures and landowner contact details for any trees requiring maintenance.  Also all councillors to send Councillor Davies pictures of any road surfaces that require repair.  Councillor Davies to liaise with Highways and report back to next meeting.  The highways in general are currently a major source of concern in Upton.  
Grit - Action for councillors A’Brook and Davis to check which grit bags are used and confirm location, also to check and report back to Highways whether grit bins need re-filling.
Still an issue with heavy lorries using the single track lanes and small bridges.  Weight limit signs are needed for the small Upton bridge and the bridge at Cuckle Coombe.  Also unsuitable for heavy goods vehicles and correct route for Wimbleball Lake signage required.  Action for County Councillor Nicholson to find out the structural weight limits of these two bridges on the narrower lanes (map with two marked bridges has been sent) and request consultation for new road signs.
7. Village Hall

Covid grant fund being used to improve car park at the front of the hall.  Repairs are being made to the render at the back of the village hall.  The floor is to be sanded and stained so it is more uniform.

The village to be invited to the Harvest Supper in October which will be free of charge as an opportunity to meet new neighbours after the suspension of activities during covid.

8. Finances
The finances and budget were reviewed and it was agreed that the precept for the next year would be set at £300 - form completed and signed by the Chair and the Clerk.
S016 Form and cheques signed.

·  £47.38 
The Somerset Association of Local Councils Ltd.

·  £25
Internal Audit – Mr A Smith

·  £10
Upton Village Hall

·  £220
Clerk’s Salary – 1st August – 30th November 2021

·  £40  
Clerk’s costs: 20th May – 23rd Sept 2021

9. Update from District and County Councillors
Report from District councillor Blaker

Unitary Council Reorganisation - A timetable has been published - County and Districts are working together. The current focus is a Structural Change Order covering key features of the new authority. Negotiations are underway and the order is expected to be completed by November and approved by Parliament early next year.  It has been suggested county divisions returning two councillors (total of 110) may be the only practical option for the next election.  Central government have requested 80-90, which may be impossible without a full boundary review, which couldn’t be done in time for next May. See Somerset Councils response at: https://www.somerset.gov.uk/how-the-council-works/somerset-councils-submission-regarding-options-for-the-new-unitary-councils-potential-electoral-arrangements/ - the Council Leaders letter summarises views widely shared).  It is possible that Somerset County Council will become a continuing authority with new councillors from next May. A plan to integrate district services will then be prepared and the new unitary council will fully take over in April 2023.  It has been proposed that parish and town councils move to the same electoral cycle as the new authority and this be included in the change order. If agreed, the next parish and town elections would be brought forward by a year to 2022, the following elections would be five years later in 2027 (matching a shadow year and then 4-year term for unitary councillors).
Recycle More Soon collections are coming to part of the ward in November (parishes in Taunton Deane). A new blue bag will be provided and the following added to materials taken for weekly recycling: plastic pots, tubs and trays, food and drink cartons, small household batteries and electrical items. This reduces rubbish remaining, so refuse will be collected every three weeks.  An introductory leaflet will be sent to all households in week commencing 20 September. In October, full information and a collections calendar will be delivered. Further details at: https://www.somersetwaste.gov.uk/recycle-more/  Former West Somerset parishes will switch to Recycle More in early 2022.

Phosphates and Planning – Approvals for new planning permissions in the Taunton area have been frozen due to the high levels of phosphate residues in the Tone and surrounding water table.  Information is expected soon on a new Somerset-wide Nutrient Strategy to help unlock the backlog of planning permissions, which has built up due to additional phosphates from development not being allowed in water catchments feeding into the Somerset Levels and Moors.

Bus Service Improvement Plan - There have been recent consultation events and a survey for a Bus Service Improvement Plan being prepared by Somerset County Council. The plan to be published by  end of October and an enhanced partnership agreed with local bus operators by next March, so that Somerset can access a share of a new £3 billion fund to Bus Back Better. Requests include more frequent services on main routes, additional routes, evening and weekend services, better and cheaper tickets, better information and bus tracking, and improved buses, facilities and integration with rail.

County councillor Nicholson updated on the ongoing negotiations regarding the change to a unitary council.  There are a number of local pilots running to help define the new ways of working, our area is running one for Highways.  Councillor A’Brook and Williams to attend next meeting on 7th Oct at Jt 24 Bridgwater Cattlemarket.  As we have many highways issues in Upton we need to become involved with the pilot – it’s our opportunity to be heard.  County councillor Nicholson stressed that it is important that someone from Upton attends future panel meetings where highways are discussed.
 
10. Wimbleball Lake

County Councillor Nicholson reported back from the park meeting.  An informal first report has been produced detailing the feasibility of cycle trail around the lake.  The park have been asked to do a formal consultation, that questions to be asked as part of the consultation be agreed with stakeholders before the consultation starts and that the actual responses to the consultation are to be published – rather than summarised.  There is a full recording of this meeting for anyone to listen to.  No dates have been agreed for the consultation.  Action for Councillor Davies to send suggestions for alternative routes to be considered.

11. Any Other Business – None.
12. Suggested Items for next meeting – None.
13. Dates of next meetings;  
Please note meetings are moving to Tuesdays

Tuesday 30th November 2021
Tuesday 1st March 2022
Tuesday 17th May 2022  AGM 6.00 Start

Tuesday 20th September 2022

The meeting finished at 8.15 pm.[image: image1.png]
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