Upton Parish Council
Minutes of Meeting at Upton Village Hall at 6.30 pm

Thursday 17th September 2020
Present Councillor Fran A’Brook (in the Chair), Councillor Howard Shaw, Councillor Karen Telling, Councillor Innes Davis, Councillor David Williams, District Councillor Dave Mansell, County Councillor Frances Nicholson and Parish Clerk Phoebe Purvis. 
Visitors to the Council  - None.
1. Apologies  Councillor Libby Warden
2. Declarations of Interest – none.
3. Minutes of the meeting held on 11th June 2020 were approved and signed by by Chairman.

4. Vacancy for New Councillor

Permission was granted by Taunton Deane council for co-option following regulation notice being placed.  Valerie Thompstone emailed to volunteer.  All agreed Val would be a great addition to the council, especially due to all the support she gave the community during Lockdown.  

Co-option of Councillor Valerie Thompstone unanimously agreed.

Proposed by Councillor Davies, seconded by Councillor Telling.

Action for Chairman to welcome Val to the council and Clerk to get paperwork completed.

5. Local Covid-19

Action for clerk to call an additional meeting if needed in response to any new regulations, to agree how we communicate with and support the community.

6. Wimbleball Lake

Thankfully there have been no further social gatherings by the lake.  This seems to have been a local result of the lockdown restrictions and the lovely weather.  The police are more aware of the possibility of issues there and have increased their visibility in the area, which helps.

Licence Application for alcohol at Café has been granted on a restricted basis, only inside with supervisor present when served together with food.

7. Broad Band – Laying Fibre
Confirmations of steady progress of connection and fibre installation completed at properties in Upton.
Latest update from Technological Ltd. Website
Upton South - Work will continue on the connections on this side of the road w/c 17th August, with Fibre being blown and spliced and then individual properties being connected and live. Half of the drop ducts are in place and the team will continue these for the west end properties as consent is now in place for this land.
Upton North - We have a bigger excavator arriving on Tuesday to progress the river crossing between Moorhouse Farm and Hayes Farm, which will allow us to start joining up the 2.5km of duct currently installed on this section, we have a further 2km to install in order to reach each cluster of properties but with Live fibre at Moorhouse, the time between build and live service will be fairly short.  Providing we can successfully cross the river without issue we should be looking at live service on this side of Upton during mid September before progressing North and West to the outlying clusters on this side of Upton over the following 4-6 weeks.
8. Planning Matters that have arisen since last meeting 
Garage at Foxglove Cottage – No Comments.  (Some confusion as original planning permission for replacement cottage was sent to Huish PC and not Upton).
9. Highways
Councillor Williams requested the overhanging branches on the main straight through the village be cut.  Action for Councillor Davis to input on web enquiry form exact point cutting back needed.  Action for Councillor A’Brook to speak to Roger North.

Councillor A’Brook enquired how to find out ownership of track down to Fisherman’s Car Park by Wimbleball lake, as been informed this has not been adopted by the council.  County Councillor Nicholson reported that some un-adopted roads were maintained by the council in the past, but that the council was no longer doing this.  Action for councillor A’Brook to ask SW Lakes if ownership is on deeds.  Can also do search on Land Registry for ownership of roads.  Action for Councilor A’Brook to send a map to County Councillor Nicholson for further enquires to be made.
Councillor Davis reported that that drains around the Norman’s Farm had been cleared out by Highways.
Beth Payne has raised concerns on the Sperry Cross road regarding huge lorries using the newly rebuilt bridge.  A lorry has knocked down a tree there and damaged the side of the hedge, the bend is too tight for a large lorry to navigate.  Councillor Davis to investigate if a sign can be put up – ‘unsuitable for HGVs’ and also enquire as to signage for the weight limit of the bridge.

Wilfy Evans has raised concern on the increasing difficulty of pulling out at the junction opposite the Lowtrow.  This junction is increasingly busy now with increased use of both the campsite and pub, which is good but is very busy also with many vehicles parked around it for a 60 mph limit.  There is also an increase in holiday accommodation units off the Skilgate road.  We very much continue to highlight the risks around this junction and request a review of the speed limit there.  Councillor Davis to find out if we can have any signs erected to help with safety issues.  The parish council would be happy to contribute towards the cost of these.

10. Village Hall
Waiting for lifting of restrictions to increase use.  
​​​County councillor Nicholson reported on Somerset Climate Emergency grants available for communities.  Could the village hall benefit from solar panels or more efficient heating or lighting or increased insulation?  Will send email link.

11. Finances
The setting of the precept for the coming year was discussed and agreed to reduce to £500.  Form completed and signed by the Chair and Clerk.

S016 Form and cheques to be signed.
·    £25
  Andrew Smith – Internal Audit.

·    £42.78
  Somerset Association of Local Councils. 

·    £100
  Somerset West and Taunton Council.

·    £10
  Upton Village Hall

·    £165
  Clerk’s Salary – 1st October – 31st December 2020

·    £30
  Clerk’s costs: 23rd May – 17th September 2020

12. Lack of Payment of Parish Land Rent

​​​
Following non payment of £75 rent from the Taylors (four letters delivered) Councillor A’Brook spoke to them.  They are unsure whether they wish to continue with the rent of the land, as what they really want is to have use of the track which is currently locked by the parish council.  Councillor A’Brook to write letter to explain current situation and possible options.  Payment of rent is still outstanding.

13. Updates from District and County Councillors
County Councillor Nicholson reported that there is much work ongoing on proposals to combine local government, in order to reduce cost.  The timescale is to have a shadow structure in place from Spring 2021 to be ready for elections in May 2022.  There are two proposals, one for a single unitary authority (One Somerset) and another named Stronger Somerset for two unitarily authorities (Somerset split in two geographic areas) working together with three joint trusts – Children’s, Joint Service and Combined Service.  The secretary of state will choose one or other.  In coming months we’ll receive more information on these two proposals and be given opportunity to give our response.  The reason for the change is to decrease the cost of local government while moving decision making to as low a level as possible within communities, through the building of local community networks.  The starting point for the design of this is the existing primary care services of which there are 14, which would need to be further subdivided into smaller areas.  The full time frame is uncertain, there will be a bill or white paper and business case for each presented.  
District Councillor Mansell reported on focus on local recovery and the proposals for unitary authorities.  Somerset is in the first wave to be implemented, it’s definitely happening with a provisional timetable in place.  As it’s a huge area, the Together Somerset is a proposal for as small an area as they will consider.  The people of Somerset will be consulted.  The new waste collection is being rolled out in other parts of Somerset, increased recycling to include tubs & trays, tetra packs, small electrical appliances and waste collection to be decrease to every three weeks.  Recycling increased by twenty percent during lockdown.  He also informed us of a Community Chest Scheme to help businesses and community groups recover from the Co-vid disruption.
14. Any Other Business – None.
15. Suggested Items for next meeting – Our response to consultation for unitary authority.  Any actions we need to take if there is going to be a continuing co-vid situation into the winter.
16. Dates of next meetings;  
Thursday 10th December 2020
Thursday 11th March 2021
Thursday 13th May 2021  AGM 6.00 Start

Thursday 23rd September 2021
The meeting finished at 8.15 pm.
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