Upton Parish Council
Minutes of Meeting at Upton Village Hall at 7.30 pm

Thursday 27th April 2017
Present Councillor Fran A’Brook (in the chair), Councillor Howard Shaw, Councillor Chris Govier, Councillor Cathryn Heywood, Councillor Neil Williams, Councillor Libby Warden, District Councillor Keith Turner, County Councillor Frances Nicolson and Parish Clerk Phoebe Purvis.
 Visitors to the Council  - none.
1. Apologies Councillor Mel Reeves
2. Declarations of Interest – none.
3. Minutes of the meeting held on 9th February were signed as approved by Chairman.

4. Defibrillator
We have now received this and it is to be fitted to the pub next week.  Clerk to contact Roger Wilson (Wivey First Responder) to arrange training for an evening in June for training, giving plenty of time for date to be advertised.

5. Planning Matters that have arisen since last meeting 
A new, second entrance to the Barn/Feed Store at Lowtrow Cross, Upton, has been constructed giving direct access to the highway. This access was not indicated on the original, consented planning application. A potential breach of planning has been raised with the Enforcement Officer, and is currently under investigation by them.
6. Hinkley Point
There are currently about 1600 people working at Hinkley Point on one shift – it is planned that by Christmas work there will increase to 5400 people on each of 3 shifts.  Accommodation is expected to be an issue – there are grants available for any empty homes to be improved for rental.

7. Broadband

Exmoor Technology based in Dulverton (www.exmoor-tech.co.uk/improved-internet-connectivity) – offer 4g mobile broadband in Upton. An antenna is attached to the house to receive 4g signal and a contract of at least three months taken with EE.
8. Village Hall Report
The new storage room is being decorated and storage racks have been purchased.  The fete will be running every other year, as this was run last year, this year there is no fete but an event is planned for July.

9. Finances
The parish land has been valued at £5000 for the purpose of recording our financial assets and is included in the year end report.

9.1 Annual Governance Statement 2016/17

The year end report was reviewed and the annual governance statement was approved and signed by the Chair and the Clerk.

9.2 Accounting Statements 2016/17

The accounting statements were approved and signed by the Chair and the Clerk.
The Register of Interests was completed and signed by Councillor Libby Warden.

S016 Form and cheque signed.
·   £165
  Clerk’s Salary – 1st April – 30th June 2017

·   £30
  Clerk’s costs: 10th February – 26th April 2017

The Natwest Bank signatories have been updated – Jane North has been removed and Councillor A’Brook added.

10. Storage of Old Parish Council Documents

We are happy to contribute towards the racking that has been installed in the new room and think the old parish documents are best stored here – so that their location is not lost, as historically these documents have been stored in homes.

11. BT Phone box Removal
We believe that having objected to the removal of the BT box from Upton, decision has been made to keep the phonebox.  However the phone there is currently not working – action for Clerk to inform BT and check progress. 
12. Speed Limit
We have requested for the 40 mph speed limit in the village to be started from the pub, where the sign for Upton is.  We are confused by the response, as we believe the request for a change to 30 mph has been rejected but that we haven’t received a response to extend the 40 mph to start from the village hall and pub.  We have requested a meeting outside the pub – so that we can walk on the 60 mph stretch.  County Councillor Nicholson to double check status, she believes both requests have been refused but acknowledges we would like to walk the road with the decision makers.  There may be an opportunity to submit this as a proposed improvement scheme of value to the community in future, it then may or may not be approved.  Councillor Nicholson explained that some villages are moving their drive carefully signs from the start of the village to closer to the built up areas of the village, as if the signs are too far from the houses, the signs are ignored and traffic then travels too quickly through the village, the placing of the signs is a balancing act.  We can change our existing signs (not too expensive if we use the existing posts) – action for all councillors to do some research and ideas to be discussed at the next meeting.  We can also consider plantings, faux gateposts for the village, warning signs of pedestrians or a community speed watch scheme.
13. Updates From District and County Councillors
West Somerset District council is working with Taunton Deane council to merge for the next district council elections in 2019.  The parish boundaries won’t change, but the electoral wards will.
14. AOB
The AGM needs to be completed in April or May, not July as planned – so date set for AGM – Thursday 18th May – 7.00.
15. Suggested Items for next meeting – None.
16. Dates of next meetings;  
Thursday 18th May 2017   AGM 7.00 Start

Thursday 6th July 2017  

Thursday 19th October 2017  

Thursday 8th February 2018

Thursday 26th April 2018   AGM
The meeting finished at 8.40 pm.
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